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THE FEDERATION: A STUDENT REGROUPMEN? 








Students throughout. the nation are beginning to fealize that the 
cloistered, campus isolated from the world is a dangerous myth. It is 
clear to most that the: freedom'and isolation of the campus is rapidly van- 
ishing under the onslaughts of the cold war and tho maturing Américan war- 
economy e The student finds himself apolozizing every day for the crimes 
of cithor Russian or American -imperialisme Some of those who have at~ 
tempted to struggle against the polarization have grown apathetic and fa- 
talistic . bocause an altorndtive has not ‘crystallized. Fortunately, not 


all wero content to sit back and allow tho cnormous task ahead to. demoral- 


izo thome : 


On April 29,’ 1949, ten Now York campus clubs enthusiastieally re- 
sponded to a cali for a discussion of the proposal, advanced by the Indc- 
pendent Socialist Club of Brooklyn Colloge, fora federation of anti-war 
Clubs in tho Wew York City area, With the ultimato, per spoctive ofa na- 
tional militant anti-war movement. Encouraging letters of support came in 


from prominent pergonalitics in the progressive cducational and literary 


Out of the spirited and cooperative atmosphere of this conference 
came tho plans that wore to form tho basis of tho founding convention to 
be held lator, . 1t was plain that the dolegatcs wanted an.organizational 
structure that would reflect the broad and domocratic character of the Fee 
deratdon; for, the conferenco concluded that the Federation's structure 
should’ be loose, with local college affiliates ¢njoying a maximum amount 
of autonomy, The convcrence, after much scrious discussion, decided that 
the Federqtion's anti-war, program and basis for affilistion should be 
built around consistent opposition to the. war preparations of both Russian 
and American impcorialism.and in its more positive vein around the “fight 
for tho fullest oxtension of acadomic and civil libertics," Thé delecgatos 
were unanimous in their desire to sco an inclusivo rather than a narrow 
anti-war coalition; thoy wanted widely differing political views united 
tho strugglo against ‘atomic war; thoy wanted an organization capable of 
reaching the student with <« maturihg but vague anti-war consciousncsSe 


After the delegates carricd.tha proposals back to thoir club momber- 
ships, 2. period of discussion startod to docido which clubs were in basic 
agreomoht with the proposal mado. by the Brooklyn Colloge organization, 
Eight clubs voted to affilicte and sent delogates to a fotnding convention 
where tho Now York Student Federation against War, was launchtde 


The Bxccutive’ Committee of tho Federation is ‘eomposod of ropresenta= 
tives elected by the clubs in proportion. to their membership, (one repre= 
scntative. for ~— ten members); howover in order to prevent one club 

t 


from dominating c Federation, cach club is not permitted to: hawe moro 
than: four. representatives. Mombors at largo aro represqnted by a city- 
wido mocting which clects rcpresontativos on the samo.basis as the clubs, 


Programmatically and organizationally the Fodoration’ will capture 


imagination of the progressive soctions of the mtion'ts campuse A deop- 
felt noed exists for 2 militant student movement that docs not owe its ale 
legiance to any nationalism 7 olitical party; «© movoment that is uncom- 
promising in its fight against tho war drive. 


HERE IS WHAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP BUILD THIS ANTI-WAR MOVEMENT: 
le Attompt to got your club to affilicte to tho Federation by spon- 
soring such 4 resolution st the next membership mcotinge 


2e Join as a member at large if you arc not a momber of an affili- 
ated clube 


3e Circulate : Anvil, the official publication of the Fodcration. 
THE EDITORS, 





OUR EDITORIAL POLICY 





We are not without a traditions The student movement of the tthire 
ties combined anti-war sentiment with militancy. The movement of the 
tthirties, however, is now in ashes, gutted and destroyed by the political 
leadership which dominated it, the leadership of a ruinous, cynical, un- 
democratic caucus under the. . tutelage of the Stalinists. Out of the 
ashes of this movement, the honesty, militancy, and genuine anti-war sen- 
timent is being reborne It is a wiser group which prepares the new strug- 
gle to keep our generation out of the foxholes, This new movement cannot 
have any. truck with Stalinism -because to oppose a war for empire means to 
‘oppose not only the imperial court ‘of the, Wall Street combines but the 
- Russian empire builders as Wolly. 


Rebirth of a student “ novenent against war requires articulate people 
from the campus, those who have had direct contact with its tradition as 
‘well as those who came to the movement untouched by the defeats, the cor- 
ruption and the despair that followed upon the fiasco of the American Stu- 
dent Union and other Stalinist-led groupse Anvil wishes to express the 
ideas, the criticisms and the program, nascent as well as developed, of 
these students, thoir traditions and the spirit in which they think and 
acts It welcomes contributions: articles, fiction, poems, letters, term 
Paperse Nothing which has to do with the contemporary cultural scene is 
- out of our kene Ideas are forged on the anvil of tradition and in the 
fire of modern thoughts Modern thought, almost by definition, includes 
both politics and literature, philosophy and pootry, and criticism in 
every roalme ' ; 


We do not wish to adopt the policy of the "“dogmatist." We have a 
point of view about war and we think that it is the right one, We do not 
belicve, however, that from this it follows that we: have the ‘only stand- 
point from which to criticize philosophy, pootry, music, art, or the prd» 
lem of the familys Even in the field of politics and economics our atti- 
tude toward war does not provide the sign used to blaze all trails. On 
the problem of the war itsolf we certainly wolcome: points of view other 
than our owns we are sure that ours can be defended successfully and wé- 
welcome any challenge which would enable us to do soe Above all, however, 
we venture into the arena of modern thought as’does the student, with 
points of view, but open to criticism, discussion, and to new-modes of 
thinking. We want to help to develop and lead a political movement, But 
we have not the hardness of a political party which has already formed dnd. 
hammered its policies into definitive enh 


“We do not want to adopt the tone or. the style of the modern li- 
terary-philosophical-commentary on culturee That style is too full of a 
special jargon, It speaks the "cant" of the tired intellectual, Its tone 
is too often esoteric and somewhat cynicale It is written for those vho 
have alroady boen initiated into a select fraternitye When one of these 
critical reviews wants to discuss philosophy’ as philosophy it speaks of 
geriiosophy gue philosophye" Tho simpler mode is more to our taste, We 
do not need "ad hoc," the "qua" or the "dialectic" of the special dise 
ciplines to make our ideas clears These words are meaningful but very 
speciale Our audionce is less specialized but just as critical, Nor have 
our readers passed through all the movemonts and become "superior" to them. 
We are still struggling for a gonuine and militant anti-war organizations 
In that sensc we want our style to be as our program, ‘broad, critical and 
unweariod of the battles 


3 ‘THE EDITORS * 
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"SUCH IS OUR CHALLENGE" 








My body was born in America, my heart in Russia, and today I am quite 
ashamed of my two homelands, The American State of Mississippi gave me my 
body; the Russian October revolution gave me my heart. But today these 
two giant nations == symbols of the nationalistic scourge of our times-- 
rival each other in their efforts to establish projects for the debasement 
of the human spirit. They are guilty of degrading humanity, guilty of dee 
basing the culture of our times, guilty of replacing the valué of quality 
by the value of quantity, guilty of creating a universe which, little by 
little, is revealed as the gas chamber of humanitye 


These two nations, the American and the’ Russian, pretend to be the 
official representatives of human liberty and, between these two official 
pretensions, between the threats they hurl at each other, the human spirit 
finds itself crucified. Men are afraid, They are unable to choose. Thoy 
cannot plane They cannot think of the noxt daye They tremble in the 
night from fear and dismaye The imperatives oi military and industrial 
life have so obscured and enfeebled the instincts of men that they no 
longer even know that they are loste 


You know that is truce I know ite. Then, why not admit it? Why not 
grant it as a point of departure which determines our words and actionse 

Certainly, as conscious men, we ought to lmow that the crisis before 
us is more weighty in substance than the combat between America and Ruse 
sia, © The truth is that thoso two nations maké war on your spirit and my 
spirit, that contomporary spirit which books, culture and history have 
given usy that Danto, Shakespeare, Kacino and Goethe have given use Each 
step that America takes and cach step tht Russia takes brings ue nearer to 
the point whero free thought,froo spirit and free action are not possibles 
Wo live in this visee 


America says that she alone is the champion of liberty; and Russia 
also says this, In fact, those two nations advocate ideals in which they 
roally don't bolicvo, which thoy even hate and despiso, America is sus- 
picious of you intellectuals; she has invented a whole terminology to oxe 
press hor disdain for tho products of tho human spirit: men who think, she 
scornfully calls Long Hairs, Pedants, Dreamors, Bohomians, Makors of Theo- 
ry, Intellectual Bastards, Visionaries, etc, And’in Russia, what do thoy 
call you thero? Monkeys, Hycnas,, Chimpanzees, such are the namos they 
hurled at T. S. Eliot, at Andre Gido, and at the bost living writers, at 
the recent cultural congress held in Polande 


* * * 


Liston, writors and artists: the mon who today lead the world havo 
declared war on you§ They have no neod of you, thoy don't want you in the 
socioty thoy are trying to builde They think you aro dangerouse They 
said it at Hollywood and they said it at Praguo§ Whoevor is the conquoror, 
you loses; you shall bo reduced to servile dopendence, to slavery, to discs 
of a phonograph repeating tho official doctrine, I ask you, you mon of 
spirit: what is thoro for you to choose? Are you able to say yos, with 
all your hoart, to those things that America symbolizes? If you are able 
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to say yes to one or the other of these points of view, that signifies 
that something has already died in you, that the battle which the Ameri-. 
cans and the Russians wage for the conquést of your spirit is already won, 
If you are able to choose between them, that signifies that humanity is 
lost, that 2000 years of the history of man is ended, that the only con- 
ception of man that we have is buriéd.e. 


I cannot answer the questions that I raise and I don't apologizes 
There are times in history when words alone cannot give an answer, Theré 
are times when action alone is able to answer, Such are our times, ‘Acts, 
that is what you, intellectuals, must accomplish, acts with words, acts 
Which express your needs, your Wishes, your dreamse 


Do you believe that I exaggerate the gravity of thé problem? Listen 
and remember, There are two nations in the world today, where feeling has 
become politically suspect, where speaking of the subjective qualitiés of 
man is a crime, where the mere act of speaking about freedom is smeared 
and spied upon, where sérvility is mde noble, falsehood worshipped, 
double-dealing sanctified, false testimony binding, spying patriotic, and 
where the scientific laboratory is guarded by bayonets. 


These are not isolated cases which affect some dishonorable individu- 
alse No, these are the official beliefs of governments that lead hundreds 
of millions of men. To oppose this flood of opinion is to risk a brutal 
death or to endanger your means of earning a livinge 


The war against man is declared and, if you don't know it, if you are 
not conscious of it, you will be unable to set an example for those who 


are caught in the situation, but who still don't know that it is almost 
too late. 


Freedom of speech is not enoughe Freedom of religion is not enoughe 
Freedom from hunger and fear, they are not enough, A nation, which is not 
able to give its citizens the right and freedom to exercise their natural 
and acquired abilities is founded on fraud, Man ought to have the freedom 
to remain a mane Freedom is not negative, it ought to be not only the 
possibility to be free "“of" something, but to go freely "towards" somee 


thinge It ought to let men create new values for lifc, otherwise it was 
not created for mane 





America and Russia are full of machines which stranglo living more 
than they protect. America and Russia are full of oducational  institu- 
tions for whom the goal is not tho formation of independent beeen 
but of standardized human types who are loyal to the Statee 


The intolerant, harsh nationalism of America and Russia deprive the 
millions of men who live in these countries of having norml human senti-e 
ments and they are forced to become propaganda projectorse 


In America and Russia, the right to an individual destiny is sacri- 
ficed in the name of a compulsory national ideale The hysterical politie 
cal atmosphere, in America and in Russia, already has removed from man the 
means of objectively and reasonably resolving the problems of food and 
shelter, The present nationalism, in America and in Russia, forces a man 
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to abandon his human heritage. America and Russia pretend that their ace 
tion is in defense of the lives of their peoples; but, in truth, it kills 
the life of man on earthe 


In rejecting all this, what can we do? Fortunately, the situation is 
not completely desperate. I believe that we still have a chance, It is 
not a question of our fighting these national giants on their own grounde 
Our wéapons are not their weaponse For us there still exists room for li- 
berty, and that room is your spirit and mino, your ability to speak and 
write tho words which hold attention and make men stop, look and listen, 
For ome time yet, we shall have this liborty; for how long? We don't 
know. 


But that tiny space’of liberty is surrounded by threats, ersatz cul 
ture’ (fed to the masses, and impoverishing the spirit), false values, 
governments of gangstors, bocks which confuse more than they clarify, 
crime which speaks the language of the revolution, and revolution which 
speaks the language of crime, 


Nevertheless, we can make oursclves hearde And that ought to be 
enough for use We have only a few allicse For centurics mon like us have 
worked for tho bosses, the lords, the masters, But that is ended, Today 
the masters aro afraid of yous they no longor want you, From now on, you 
are alone and you are your own mstorse 


You must find a way of making your words a goad to incite men to dee 
cide for themselvcse You must find words and images which make mon feel 
life in the most direct, most immedinte, kcenest waye Your words must 
drive man by powerful blows from passive oxistence to real lifes Your 
words must instill faith into mon, but a faith which is not based upm 
superstition, The strength of your words must ompower mon to oscape thoir 
daily impersonal, big city routine and fill a now need of cxpressing theme 
selves, of believing in thomselvos, of fulfilling themselves. Your words 
must stir up in man the desire to bo a man, 


Your words must be a prager addressed to mn for mans They must 
arouse a desire in man to remain humane I speak not of heaven or hell, 
but purely and simply of our sad and sweet carth, with its men who suffer 
and have their moment of bitter human triumphs 


The great danger is that tho threads of history, which wo hold so 
feobly in our hands, may break asuridor in our lifetime; that the past 
which has nourished us and the future which wo seck should escape us and 
leave us in a barron present denuded of al] human significance, 


In order that our ‘universe not oscape us, 2 single man must speak 
with the tongues of ten, each of your acts must equal that of a thousand, 
Such is our challenge. If we fail, not only shall we lose our puny indi- 
vidual lives, but we shell lose all that is human in the world, all that 
history, however imperfect she is, has bequeathed use Tho world is greate 
er than America or Russiae Humanity is greater than America or Russia. 
That is a fact. If we believo in it, we shall conquer. 


(Translated from French by Mary Coleman) 


RICHARD WRIGHT 


Richard Wright, novelist, delivered the above address at the 
International Writers Day meeting hold in Paris this yeare It 
first appoared, in English, in The Studont Partisan, 
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DO COMMUNISTS HAVE THE RIGHT TO TEACH? 


Ten years ago the response to the question, "Do Communists have the 
right to teach?" would have been a distinct and unequivocal "ilo" from the 
Hearst editorialist and the Coughlinite pamphleteer; an equally forceful 
and categorical "Yes" froma heterogeneous mass of educators, liberals, 
trade unionists and radicals, That was ten years agoes Today the lines 
have shiftede The Hearst editorialist has held fast and the heirs of 
Coughlin have been consistent; but the ranks of those who defended the 
academic and civil rights of the Communist Party have been thrown into 
disorder, A large number of tho latter are either admittedly confused or 
else have seen fit to pass inte a vari-complexioned camp of those seeking 
to deny academic froedom to teachers holding membership in the Communist 
Party e 


This re-alignment does not mean that yesterday's radicals who are 
today's intellectual oxpononts of restricting tho Communist teacher have 
surrendered to the ideology of the most backward, roactionary sections of 
American life. Both William KR. Hearst and the ox-socialist, Professor 
Sidney Hook, may answer tho above question with a common "No," but one 
must recognize that the motivaticn, the srgumentation and the objectives 
of cach are differente The former is a crude apostle of reaction whose 
views on academic questions will have little effect on anybody except 
those who are already predisposed to accept them us an indispensable part 
of a more general and simplistic rcactionary ideologye The Hook school, 
however, is refined and subtle. It does not consist of sensational, chaue 
vinist oxposes of "Tho Red Menace to Americanism in Our School System," 
Its point of departure for prohibiting Stalinist tcachers i8 an avowed de-# 
fense of academic freedotie Its language is not hysterical, It is the 
language of traditional liberalism, It is the “Hook approach," conse~ 
quently, which presents the more important intcllectual challenge and is 
tho one which, with slignt variations, has already provided the rationale 
for dismissing roal and alioged Stalinist faculty members, 


In the past ten years, the diroction and tempo of the migration of 
liberals from the camp of principled defenders of acudomis *reedom to the 
Hook school has paraljeled the direotion and tempo of the world political 
re-alignmente Except possibly for the short-lived period of tho Ilitler- 
Stalin pact, the American liberal felt until recently a minimal compate 
ability with Stalinism. Tho Russian behemoth did not hold the same terror 
for him ten years ago that it does todaye Tho Amorican govornment and its 
compliant liberal apologist looked upon the Russian state as a potential 
military ally in the preewar ycarse He was always kindly disposed to 
collective securitye When this potential marriage was consummated aftor 
Pearl Harbor, the American liberal showed littlo compunction about hallowe 
ing tho Russian police state or rubbing shoulders with American Stalinists 
in conmitteos and front organizations. The fact that Russia, "The Coune 
try of the Great Lic," had already demonstrated its totalitarian nature 
meant little to the liberals during the AmericaneRussian alliance, Thé 
Russian frameeup trials and the murder of thousands of anti-Stalinists, 
the total destruction of political rights by Stalinism, Russia's refusal 





ANVIL Fall Quarter 1949 Page 5 





to grant Jews the right of asylum, and even the green light given the Nazi 
blitzkrieg forces were either largely condoned or grossly ignored by the 
liberals during the war yearse 


Today, however, when the bubble of an American-Russian allinnoo has 
been pricked for three years, and its Utopian vision replaced by the overe 
whelming reality of their imperialist rivelry for global power, the libere 
als have reacted with an unprecedented vehemence to the horrors of Stalin- 
isme The lest ten years have thus proven that basically the values of 
contemporary American liberalism find their limits within the values of 
American imperialisme The fear of Stalinism that the liberal and exe 
radical exhibits is cloarly the political product of his identification 
with the fundamental drives behind American diplomacye 


It is on this point that Hook and his followers display an initial 
intellectual dishonesty. Hook denies that his oxclusion policy is a mate 
ter of discriminating against a political party, Stili affected by the 
healthy traditional taboo against persecuting political minorities (a 
cultural hangover for Professor Hook), he justifies his position by pro- 
senting an artificial, evasive educational theory as his apologia for 
anti-Stalinist discriminatione This educational "philosophy" we shall 
discuss shortly, but what is important here is that, despite denials to 
the contrary, the Hook school's objection to Stalinist teachers isa 
political position and has a political origine 





The present campaign against the Communist Party in the school system 
can be analyzod and understood only in the context of current Russian- 
American rivalrye The neod for greater conformity among faculty and 
students is indispensable to an American imperialism preparing for atomic 
War The high degree of mechanization and specialization demanded by a 
modern war economy gives an increasingly important role to tho individual 
with collegeebred skills. Thus, as the cold war is intensified, legisla- 
tive restrictions against intelloctual latitude in’ tho academic field are 
made more soverGe The liberals and eoxeradicals, kneeling to moet the 
noeds of thoir government, provide an intelloctual facade for academic ree 
pressiongs j 


For the anti-war individu.l, ieee, for the person who is opposéd to 
the character and objoctives of both Russian and American imperialism, it 
is sufficient to know that the present drive to oust the Stalinists from 
the school systom is orgsnically joined to the war preparations of Amerie 
can impcrialisme For then tho fight to defend academic freedom is more 
than a defense of the democratic rights of political minorities: it bee 
comes transformed into a larger struggle s.gainst imperialism and war, 


The causal connection between the Atlantic Pact and Professor Hook's 
totalitarian=infested liberalism becomes clear to the anti-war student 
who must consistently oppose both cause and effecte The pro-Washington 
liberal who cannot see his way to supporting the Hook thesis on Communist 
teachers is ina difficult position, For it cannot be denied that, on the 
surface, there appears to be a cortain validity to the reasoning that 
given a prosliashington political perspective today it is necessary to suse 
pend the right of a member of a party devoted exclusively to the interests 
of the Russian state to teaches 
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The liberals who favor anti-Stalinist restrictions are usually ome 
phatic in their defense of academic freedom for other critics of American 
diplomacye They maintain that it is only the faculty spokesman for’Ruse- 
sian totalitarianism who must lose his professional privileges. Here, too 
these liberals are thinking in a vacuume They fail to see that politics 
develops a logic of its own far more powerful than rhetoric and phantasye 
They faili to see that once the government embarks upon a policy of ree# 
stricting the Stalinist teacher it cannot and will not be limited to tho 
Communist Party members The inevitable development of this policy if cme 
ployéd by the school authorities, the government and its ex-radical advi-g 
sors, Will be its fanwise extension and application to broader sections 
of the faculty and student populations 











It is naive to think that a policy of excluding the Stalinists from 
the school system can be kept within bounds, fhe Stalinists are only one 
source - a reactionary one - which throatens the interests of American 
imperialism, There are other existent and potential opponents = progres= 
sive ones = who will be the target of presumably anti-Communist Party 
curbse Neither the govermmont nor the business interests behind so many) 
of our educational institutions will make the distinction between Staline’ 
ist and noneStalinist critics and opponents of American imperiulism, Not 
even’ Professor Hook can logically make that distinction for any length of 
time, having put all his chestnuts in the Washington bonfires The lawe 
makers and laweonforcers, given their political interests and thoir social 
psychology cannot weed out only the Stalinist teacher and allow the other 
campus iconoclasts a free hande 


This logical development is hardly a prediction; it is already an une 
fortunate facte In the present drive by various local’logislatures and 
school authorities to enforce a patriotic school front, every genuine 
leftewing political tendency has had its victimse It is not only the 
Stalinists who have suffered, but along with thom pacifists and socialists 
have been dismissed and discriminated against, and evon liberals have been 
threatened and forced to resign thoir jobse 


Professor Hook denies that he wishes to discriminate against the Come 
munist Party for its political idcas, He has developed the theory that 
membership in the Communist Party per se is inconsistent with compotent 
teachinge Therefore he advogates the passage of a law which will make 
membership in the Communist so prima facio ovidenco against the right 
of a CP member to teach. Hook, and many like him, argue as follows: The 
Communist Party is an agent of a totalitarian state and is itsolf a totale 
itarian organizations To become a member of tho Communist Party means 
that one is no longer a free agont and must give up all right to think ine 
dependently and critically. Becauso tho Comnunist Party demands absolute 
conformity while the teaching profession requires intellectual tolerance 
and flexibility, tho two aro inconsistent. 





' 


That is a succinct but fair summary of an increasingly popular "sSdue 
cational theory" provided by Professor Hook for ousting most Stalinists 
from the school system, It looks convincing on the surface, having the 
polished finish of an air-tight syllogism, But the problem it attempts to 
answer cannot be found so easily within the scope of formal logice 


¢ 


There are a number of things wrong with Hook's reasoninge Above all, 
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it is not truc that the Amorican Communist Party member is not a free 
agonte He joins the Communist Party voluntarily and frequently leaves 
that corrupt organization on the same basise in Czechoslovakia, on thé 
other hand, a nation where the Stalinists have state power, a teacher, 
following his instinct of self-preservation will join the Party and preach 
Party doctrine under compulsions What is there to compel an American 
teacher to preach Stalinism in the classroom? The Communist Party is a 
small discredited party in the United States which can exercise no cocre 
cive power over the member who does not really believe in "the line," It 
has neither power nor influence in American educational institutions to 
use as a threat over a teacher, On the contrary, it is now being subjected 
to an attack which will leave no one but tho most convinced Stalinist 
teacher within tho ranks of that partye In this atmosphcre, the teacher 
who remains a member of the Party must be one who is doubly convinced of 
the correctness of its program, 





There is another aspect to Hook's educational thoory rclated to tho 
abOVCe He attempts to demonstrate that not only has’ the Stalinist sure 
rendered his free will upon joining the Comnmist Party, but that he mst 
use the classréom for Party indoctrination and rocruitnont, Thercfore, 
Hock concludes, it is not a free teacher who leads the class but one ine 
fluenced and dominated by an outside totalitarian agency. To enforce this 
argument the Professor has dug out quotations from the American Stalinist 
press of the tthirticse Those quotutions are usually taken from resolue 
tions and other official party documents instructing the party teacher to 
usc the classroom ®s 4 propaganda agencye These facts aro decisive cevie 
dence for Hook that the Stalinist teacher cannot allow the necessary free 
exchange of ideas betwoon student and teacher, thus disqualifying him as a 
competent tcacher on educational grounds. 


This argument, too, looks impressive - even if the reasoning is faule 
tye One wonders, though, why men like Hook use these arguments todaye 
They were woll aware of tho nature of Stalinism on and off the campus ten 
years agos3 the quotations from the Commaunist Party pross passed off as 
rovelations today were no less familiar to the Hookmen during the war, 
Hook was no less aware thon than ho is today of the Comnunist iarty's dee 
mand on its teacheremembcr. The answer to this is that tho Hookian style 
of libersls are more concorned with the current political needs of the 
State Department than their suspiciously sudden -horror cf Stalinism. 


What Hook implics about the Communist Party controlling a classroom 
through a tcachor is simply not truce. At best it is half true which means 
that it is false. Itis truc that the Communist Party would like to have 
its teacheor-mombers utilizo the classroom as a pure and simple propaganda 
AZONCVe They make this amply clcar in all their resolutions about the 
"role of the Communist teachers" But more important thin what they would 
like to do is what they can doe Hook, with slight reservations, gives one 
the misleading impression that what is projected for the Communist teachor 
in his Party's resolution is an accurate description of the actual state 
of arfairs, Fortumtely, this is completcly false. Tho Stalinist teachor 
for the most part does not and cannot turn his classroom into a Party 
schoole He docs not write the textbooks, ho does not determine the cure 
riculum and ho cannot conduct himself in class ina manner evon rominis- 
cent of a course in tho Stalinist Jefferson Schoole Naturally, the 
Stalinist will color his courses. Particularly in the social sciences he 
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Will angle his discussion, But this is a far cry from what the Communist 
Party would like to see on campus and from what Sidney Hook implies is ale 
most the case, Is there any instructor in philosophy and history, for exe 
ample, whose courses consist of an unbiased presentation of names, dates 
. and places? Jappily note Every such instructor has a point of view and 

it is to the benefit of the student that it is expressed, If in the 

course of his college education the student can become acquainted with 
‘ varied points of view, that is all to the goode if it is legitimate for 
textbooks and teachers to present history from a bourgeois point of view 
(we do not hear Hook demanding the expulsion of the teacher who tells us 
that the Civil War was fought to free the slavos) then why the ferocity 
With the Stalinist instructor who gets his licks in too? 














There are fanatical Stalinist teachers who feel it their duty to give 
the Party line from the moment they walk into a class until it onds, An 
instructor who is supposedly teaching mathematics yet is preoccupied with 
haranguing his students about the alleged wonders of the Russian paradise 
is porhaps unfit to tcachs just as another instructor who is supposedly 
teaching a physics course but is instead preoccupicd with exposing the 
perils of Stalinism may be unfit to teache But in neither case shculd the 
charge of unfitness be made on thie basis of political convictione 



























Hook as anothor favorito argument which gocs as follows: no one OoObe 
jects to firing 2 fascist or an antiesamitce These pcople are recognized 
as totalitarians and the demmnd is alvays raised to dismiss thome But 
aren't the Stalinists totalitsarians too? Why then demand the dismissal of 
once type of totalitarian and not the other? 


There are a number of woalmesses in this arguments First of all, it 

is not to be grantcod that « fascist should be fired for his belicfs, Es= 

' pecially in the light of the present anti-"subversive" drive it would be 

wrong for 2 militant student to advocate firing a fascist meroly for his 

idoase To do that would open up the possibility of a more general attack 

‘ on all thosc who fall afoul or Washington's politicse Even on more genere 

al thcoretical grounds, 12 case can be made out cgainst firing a fascist = 
or anyone else = ror his point of vicwe 
—— 





If the injection of reactionary ideolozy by an individual instructor 
into the classroom will have 1. harmful effect on members of the community 
(such as a professor teaching racism in a Southern institution which might 
incite JimeCrowism), then that individual's right to teach should be chale 
lenged as “a clear and present denger" to democratic rights and institue 
tionse But in these cases, investigations should be carried out on an ine 
dividual basis and must not be used as a springboard for the goneralizae 
tion that "all individuals who bolicve in these ideas or are members of 
) this organization thcoreby loso the right to teache" 

However, the question of the right of the fascist to teach is largely 
an abstract onee There is no movement afoot today from cither government 
or independent sources domanding the cxpulsion of all fascists from the 
school system. This ract is furthor prooi that the present campus witche 
hunt is on integral part of America's anti-Russian campaign and has noe 

thing to do with consideration for the student's cducational nocdse 


There is another important felliacy in this arguments the lumping 
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together of the Stalinist and fascist under the common heading “totalitare 
ian" and then proceeding to discuss the two as if they were identical soe# 
cial twinse This is an overly simple, mechanical approach and therefore 
an incorrect onee There is a tremendous difference between the two genres 
of totalitarianse 


A fascist movement is an action movement which makes no pretenses 
about its bigoted and anti-labor character. The KeK.K., the Christian 
Front, the Black Legion and the Gerald L. Ke Smith's openly function as 
Jewehaters, Negro-baiters and antielabor gunmen, In consonance with this, 
they recruit their mombors for the most part from the most backward and 
ignorant sections of the population: the Georgia "cracker," the mid-west 
Babbitt, the bitter southern storekeeper and the young hoodlum, 


The Stalinists, on the other hand, have a completely different soe 
cial basis and mode of operations They demagogically parade under’ the 
banner of democracy and socialism, they pose as the champions of the labor 
movement and the fight to end discrimination, They organize campaigns for 
lower rents and against Jim-Crowe Consequently they succeed in winning 
support from sections of the working-class, students and intellectuals who 
have an abstractly’ democratio outlook on life, They are individuals who 
can play a healthy, progressive role in socicty if broken from their 
Stalinist illusionse The method of Hook, however, will only tighten the 
Communist Party hold on these people, These are important differences and 
their implications should be taken seriouslye Hook glosses over them in 
an unscicntific way nut in keeping with his reputation, 


The specific nature of Stalinist totalitarianism also helps us to une 
derstand the nature of the anti-Stalinist legislative campaigns The 
Stalinists who parade under the socialist banner and claim to be the legie 
tinate heirs of the socialist tradition are attacked not only for being 
totalitarians but for being "socialists," "Marxists," "Leninists," etce 
None of those latter labels fite But what concerns us here is that tho 
government utilizes them and its anti-Stalinist logislation is subsequent= 
ly reformulated to include all genuine socialists and opponents of exploi- 
tations We have alrendy seen how the New York state legislature, moti« 
vated mainly by anti-Stalinism followed this pattern in the Feinberg Law 
which threatens the right to teach of all leftewing, anti-Stalinist op- 
ponents of American imperialismes 


* * * 


A.college must bo regarded as a special institution: a giant intéle 
lectwl laboratory whero students come into contact with 2 variety of 
ideas and can freely learn and discuss theme How can the student learn 
the truth about Stalinism if he is forbidden contact’with it, Stalinism 
is a powerful force’ in the intellectual world today, «a much more dynamic 
one than capitalism,and it cannot be kept in check by laws and quarantine. 
The fact that American capitalism is resorting to legal coercion to fight 
the Stalinists is proof of how fundamentally insecure this system really 
ise A society which must increasingly resort to physical and legislative 
force to protect itself is a weak ond sick ones 
JULIUS JACOBSON 
Julius Jacobson is the editor of Anvil and is the Vice- i 
President of the Eugene V, Debs Society of Brooklyn Colleges 





ANVIL Fall Guartor 1949 





An Editorials: 


co me 


NEITHER WASHINGTON NOR MOSCOIl§ 








In the "Politics" Aristotle alludes to the fable of Antisthencs in 
which at a council of the beasts the rabbits begin domanding cquality. 
Tho lions turn coldly on them and ask: "Where aro your claws and teeth?" 


It is not a bad oxpression of tho morslity prevailing in intcrnatione 
al politics todaye Two kings of the world jungle, the United Statcs and 
Russin, having brought down the other leading aspirants to power in World 
War II, stand unoasily opposed to cach other, waiting only tho opportune 
momont to rush at cach othor's throats, The lessor boasts, those whose 
industrial claws and political tceth are woakor, are dominated by the main 
contenders and lined up bchind them, 


Neither sido is motivated by an ounce of idealism, cs the most sure 
sory oxamination of reccnt history will show, Neither side should command 
the support of anyono maeeys these whe find selfefulfillmont in the ccoe 
nomic, political, or socinl domination of cther human boingse 

Modern Russia begins in 1917 with the Russian revolution, Under tho 
leadership of a cadre of politically gifted and culturally cnlightonod mon 


and womon, the younz state imrcdistcly found & sympathotic response within 
the ranks of the world working class und among the most politically acute 
and morally sensiti vw of tho young, postewar intclligentsia, the high roe 


y 


solve with which tho movemont beron was, however, destined not to survive 
the roalitics of hussicsn industrial and cultural beclwardness and the 
ailure of the revolutionary “movoment to spread to other and more highly 


developed countricse A now, ‘reactionary class deriving from the upper 
echelons of the party, the GPU, the army, and the factory managors wag 
able to scizo povwcre its continucd oxistonce is based, on the one hand, 
upon the mtorial goods and powor which memborship in tho burcaucracy proe 
vides, and, on the other, upon the uso o: tcorror on a miss scalde 


Outside tho ranks of the bureaucracy «a very low standard of living 
provaikse 1944 was the year that Lussicn soldicrepoasants marvelled at 
tho wonders of Balkan -‘uropde 945 was the year that a child's iMickoy 
liouse wristwatch could be sold to a liussian soldicr on the Berlin black 
market for y400.6 Iatoncss to work ina Russian factory con result in 
slave labor at the machino or a prison sentencee Tho basic purpose of the 
trade union in Russia is not to protect the living conditions of tho worke 
cr but to augment productiong The speedeup systom is state policy, Come 
plementary to this mcthod of production is the slave inbor camp, wherein, 
it is cstimited, upwards of — million people cngage in the most prine 
itive sort of work on a lcss than subsistence dict, There is less politie 
cal freedom than there was under Czarismeswhich the ninctecnth contury 
universally considered the most reactionsry repime in Europese There is 
only one political frecdoms the wnrestricted right to adulate Stalin, 
Culture, which burst into flacr after the revolution, has withered aways 
Painting is literal and officiale The novel has become an adjunct of tho 
propaganda burcaue Music is whistloable and policod. Problems of politie 
cal economy and scicnce are adjudicated by the WKVD. Everything has bee 
come debascd over the past thirty ycarse ven the language has derencre 
atede Tho sanctioned modo of oxprossion is the language of tho slum, the 
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backward peasant, tho police, and the barracks, To tho modern Russian the 
Voicc of America comes from a point cvon more distant than tho United 
Statess--its literary, polished Russian comes from 2 past dead for at loast 
these ton ycoarse 


World War II brought Russia under thecloser scrutiny of westcrn oyeSe 
Every ovent gave rencwod witness of its reactionary character, First’ came 
the Hitler-Stalin pact, which permitted tho Nazis to unloash the war, soe 
cure in tho knowledge that thoy were in no dangor from the rear, For ono 
and a half yoars tho destinics of the two countrics wore joincde Russia 
supplicd tho Gorman war machine with faw matocrials. It was the season of 
bon mots: "Fascism," said Molotove, “is a matter of tasto," It was tho 
scason of the congratulatory telegrams over tho victories in tho Woet. 
It was the season of theeeencxt=toethoelasteeypartition of Poland, It was 
the season of tho engulfing of Estonia, Lithuania, and Latvia, It was the 
season of dreams of empires 


Her appetite whetted, Russia began to cast cyes upon the Balkans and 
the Near East, Hitlor became xzlarmed at the possible economic and nilie 
tary consequencese In Junc, 1941, Germany attacked, That act instantanece 
ously put Russia among the ranks of the “democratic, peaceeloving peoples" 
whom sho had been denouncing as waremongers, Now opportunities to observe 
the roactionary rolo oi Russia onsucde She launched a violent campaign 
against Germans as Germans, a policy as falso as the Nazi antiesemitic 
campaigns, and one calculated to unify the whole population behind Hitlor, 
In such an atrospnere Germ. nationalism flourishode Every country thet 
the Russians overran in th later phasés of the war was recast on tho toe 
talitarinn model or put under heavy pressure to follow the Stalinist lines 
The “satellite countrics became tho victims of predatory Russian imperiale 
ism, which sought to appropriate as much of thoir national product as 
possible and keep thom in « nonesindustrialized, colonial statuses Titoism 
emerged, Within Russi: itself whole peoples such as the Kalmycks wore upe 
rooted ond distributed clsewhere in Russing Resistance movements sprang 
up, especially in arcas like the Ukraine, But these internal and external 
movoments of rosistance to Stalinism remein unfinished phenomem , Today 
Stalinist influence oxtends from the Pacific ocean to eastern Europes Any 
Czar could envy such « structuro, 


The United States government played its part in creating this monster 
over which ‘the ple hands in the St:.to Department are daily upraised in 
holy horror,with occasional special performances for the newsreel camerase 
If, for instance, Russian is poworful in China today, one of the ronsons is 
that she was granted a sphore of influence there by the allicd powers, 
just as she vias conceded similar spheres of influence in Europe, The 
United States concurred with Russia in all mijor policies affecting the 
Germanss war guilt, unconditional surrender, occupation, torritorial ree 
vision, dismantling, romreations, During the war the Russian regime was 
whitewashed, Books critical of Stalinism, such as those by Alexander Bare 
mine and Leon Trotsky, wore withheld from the public witil after the war, 
Russian-oriented propaganda such as “Mission to Moscow" was ballyhooed 
throughout the countrys 


But with what credentials did the United Stitos itsolf enter tho war? 
We entcred tho war under the banner of democracy, yet ton per cent of the 
population, the Nogroos, wero likeviso subjocted to 1 form of racial dise 
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criminatione Pucrto Rico and tho Philippines enjoyed a colonial statuse 
We onterod the war allegedly as victims of aggressor nations, yét who can 
fail to be impressed by tho ovidence marshallod by the historian, Charles 
A, Beard, rovealing tho provocations omployed by Roosevelt to involve tho 
United States in the conflict? 


And who were our frionds in this crusade against fascism? Not demoe 
cratic and peaceeloving Great Britain which shortly after the war had 
600,000 fully armed troops in Palestine deployed against 100,000 Jows 
guilty of tho crime of wenting to govern themsclvcs? Not France, which 
has been waging a fullescale colonial war in IndoeChina since tho end of 
the war? Not nationclist China? Noteeeenot Russia, of which we are now 
told so mony haireraising thingse-all equally truc ton yoars ago? There 
is a little problem of cnds and means’ here which docsn't require a backe 
ground in mctaphysics to resolvo.s 

However, lct us grant that the alliances made by the sometimes naive, 
somotimes hypocritical, State Department wore necessary oxpedicntse he 
guestion is: how did it all work out? Is thero anyone who will say that 
the world is botter off than before tho war «= that there is more cconomic 
sccurity, more frocdom, more hope for the future? One half of Buropo is 
being integrated into tho Russicn oconomy, a major detcrminant of which is 
presont and planned war production. Tho othor half of Europo is under tho 
thumb of the United Statose Still weak after thoir rovival by Marshall 
Plen funds, the countrics of wostorn Europo are forced to struggle for an 
export market almost completely dominated by the superior technology of 
the United States, What unity there is in ..cstern Europe is providod by 
the Atlantic Pact, an arrangoment by which tho United States quite colde 
bloodedly plans to usc Buropeoan manpower and matcricl in tho initial opore 
ations against Russia, Alroady tclk is current of rcarming Germany. Uis- 
tory is belatedly roslizing Hitler's program} And within tho Unitod 
Statese=tho only real victor in tho waremuncomploymont is alroady a cause 
for viorry, civil libortics are slowly but suroly boing nibbled away, and 
the military continucs to strengthen its hold upon the governmont, iivcory= 
where on allepervading anxictys Everywhere slight hopo that anothor’war 
can be ultimatcly avoided, The price of all this? It cost 30,000,000 
lives alonce Docs anyone want to say it was worthwhile? 


What is happening to us? 


Wo are the spectatoreparticipants of the ond of an cpoche It is an 
epoch which began in the sixtcenth contury in small Italian scaport towns 
and soon swept the whole western world along with it, This carly capitale 
ism devoloped classically in tnglande From her we got tho stcam «cn» 
gine and tho Protestant ethic, choap textiles and political cconomy, tho 
difforcntial calculus and the industrial proletariat, the bourgeois nevol 
and colonial policy. For nearly 200 yours England dominated tho world mare 
keteIn tho ninotcoenth contury hor placo was contested Wa dynamic Gormany. 
Later, the influcnce of the United States bogan to be folte tecrmany's ine 
flucnce was liquidated in two world wars, itngland, howcver, was weakoned 
in the process. Tho United States, with its supcrior industrial plant and 
its xlicnation from European destruction, cmorged the strongest industrial 
powor on the globe, All othor large capitalist countrics are cracking up 
under the technological suporiority of tho United Statose The 6urrent 
global dollar crisis is one of the most visible ovidoncos of ite England 
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is doomed to the same decline that beset Gonoa, Florence, and Vencie whon 
the Mediterranean trade shifted to tho Atlantic coast, She is rounding 
out an historical epochs The United States alone remains crect confront} 
ing Russia, a country which is hersolf the malformed issue of a small and 
late capitalist dovolopment superimposed upon an ovorwhelmingly peasant 
cconomy e 


Events all but articulato the platitude that the world is an oconomic 
unit, that national frontiers and compctitive cconomics play nothing but a 
reactionary role in the modorn world, Monetary tinkering such as took 
place at Brotton Woods, the tariff agroemonts mached in Genova and Havana, 
or tho activitios of the United Nations--all were doomed to have only the 
most superficial effoctse The disease is systcomics The times cry out 
for larger intogrationse One such integration would be a Westorn Union 
comprised of the leading west Europoan powors, With tariff barriors roe 
moved, non-duplicating production, a common curroncy, otc., a bloc of such 
countrics could take the first step toward independence from the gravitae 
tional pull of the two big powor msscse 


If this is not achicved there’can bo only one resulte-World War III, 
Whocver survives will havo to rule, in Iuropo andvory possibly in the 
United States, over piles of radioactive rubblo, If Russia comes out on 
top of the heap, socicty will bo totaliterianizod and the world's produce 
tion funneled into the home country, If the United States wins, the rest 
of the world will find itself in colonial dependency of varying degrecs of 
harshness, Occupation troops will have to be maintained everywhere in an 
attempt to restrain legitimate national aspirationss To sustain such an 
effort as will bo recquired by ‘iorld War III and to onforco ‘the poace, 
authoritarian controls will have to be imposod upon the country, of which 
the TafteHartlcoy Law is a mild foreshadowing. The world will truly have 
entered an cra of capitalist barbarisme 


Neither of the two powors can be supported in thoir war preparations. 
Neithor is the road to lifo, Simply to undorstand, however, is not suffi« 
cicnt. Alfred North Whitchead in onc of his lucid, and loss porvorso, 
opigrams onco said, "“Sonsitiveness without impulse spolls decadcnco.eece” 
An oldor genoration has oxhausted itsolf, Too much happenod too quickly 
for it to be assimilated, Itis primarily the youth who must stand up to 
"the gale of the timese" Upon thom lios the task of rcassorting tho samo 
bolicf in tho dignity and inoxhaustible potentialitios of the individual 
which animated wostorn Europe at tho boginning of modern times, a spirit 
which is daily being furthor and further crushod under tho calculated tos 
talitarianization of the timese 


JAMES M. FEMVICK 


James M, Fenwick is a graduate student at the New School of 
Social hesearo ® 
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PAISAN OR PROPAGANDA? 





What are the movies when they are not (as they rarely are) truth or 
the truths of art? The only things left are propaganda and the half and 
quarter truths of journalisme But propaganda is a werd about which much 
debate has been held when applied to art, especially to literature, for 
the twenties and thirties saw the rise of the socialerealist novel, the 
class-conscious novel which declared itself as an apostle of truthe As- 
suredly, certain novels of Zola, Dickens, Frank Norris, and John Steinbeck 
have been vehicles of truth, however limited or superficial. 





Usually, then, propaganda is assumed to mean politicoseconomic propa- 
ganda, But the fluid, ever agitated realm of politics tends to exhibit a 
shorteterm reality, the American timeenorm of which is four yoarse The 
New Deal government under Roosevelt influenced Hollywood movies, not only 
by cortain documentaries and automatically through newsreel publicity, but 
also by means of’ soecalled fictional scripts -= for example, Mr.°Smith 
Goos to Washington, lir. Deeds Goos to Town, and however belatedly, The 
Grapes of Wrathe These movies showed the oporation of, and implicitly 
sued for, liboral ideas in occonomic government and a goodefellow policy 
toward labor unions and what Lincoln optimistically called "the people." 








Now we may notice, in regard to these three movics, that while thoy 
were propaganda for Roosevelt's twelvesyear policy, they had an ambivalent 
relationship to a more racical conception of politics: Mr, Smith, Mr, 
Decds, Tomy Joad, and also John Doe were movie heroes designed to sop up 
as much as possible of she quasi-liberal sentinents of the Average Guy and 
make him fcel he was fighting the good fight; if one takos a more revolue 
tionary view of’ political and oconomic reform than tho late Mr. Roose- 
velt*s adherents, those movies provided only an abortive propaganda for 
the political and cconomic interest of the “average guy” whose backbone is 
the working=classe We may be sure of this much3 all propagdandistic as- 
pects of American movies are cultivated under a status quo, inflected 
either liborally or conscrvativoly according to the political party in nae 
tional office, but obeying the status quo neverthelosse 


Now one theory of art is that its truth is cternal, that however moh 
it may scem to réflect the surface of social reality, its intcrest is ina 
permanent ethics, a permanent norm of human naturce Obviously, without 
deciding this qucstion of theoretical truth, the fact is that soecalled 
propaganda art shifts emphasis from the presumed "“cternal aspects" of hue 
man society to those aspects manifcstly of the moment, to those issuos 
Which have to be decidod in terms of daily bread as though you were to 
read "daily bread" as "daily fatoe" If a moral problem is to be decided 
immediately, all the relevant facts should be marshalled and ~studicde 
Officially sponsored propaganda, and we get no other in the movies unless 
by hook or crook, is propagsnda not from beneath, where the people really 
arc, but from above, where the government administrators are; it is up 
there that the relevant facts are studied. The New Deal government ase 
serted again and again in tacitly propagandistic movies that one's daily 
bread was being administered as well as possible by the arbitcrs of one's 
fate, And cortainly there was a modicum of truth in this bocauso the Now 
Deal did make the bad better, instituted reform; not that, as a democratic 
type of government, it could roasonably have done otherwise -=- but it did 
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what it did, as art does what it doese 


What does art do, primarily, non-propagandistically? It tells the 
truth as seen by’ the author regardless of the moral judgment to be made of 
it by the reader, either from a narrowly individual or a widely social 
point of view, But the world is made up of a number of things, and among 
the masses of society with its variegated groups and interactive strata, a 
great many extraordinary elements have turned ups these elements in their 
native outlandish aspect are known as the inspirations and profound’ divin= 
ations of artists of all Kinds; often, as with abstract painting, they 
have seomed to have little to do with’ social interests, even little refere 
ence to human values 3 so their truth, however deep and permanent, seems 
somewhat limited in scope, At the samo time, the recent traditions of roe 
mantic painting and all kinds of modern poetry carry highly individualized 
and omotive valucs, have mado grave moral criticisms of society without 
showing a propagandistic purposo, and have asserted defiant attitudes of 
exemption that are loosely and incorrectly classed as art for art's sakee 


I don't want to try to decide any of tho issues involved in these dee 
scriptions of modern art. I merely want to point out that when the movics 
are not politico-economic propaganda, they are at lcast entertainment or 
pseudoearts perhaps some of the comedios approach being a kind of art; the 
dramas nearly always Tfizzlee This failure to speak a significant kind of 
degree of truth is goneraily held to be the result of lack of seriousness, 
and certainly this is actually the casce The film business is far too 
comploxly commercialized for much art to seep through ite 


But take filmdom*s kid sisters, uncouth radio and video, they might 
be thought neither truth nor propaganda in the loast, but sheerly entere 
tainment « » »« Whenever they are not, that is, the moral instruction rashe 
ly termed “popular educatione" But look more carofullye Does the term 
"soap opera” cxist for nothing? The sobedranas of radio arc propagandsé 
for soap, or whatcyer other commodity is advortised, lir, Anthony's clinic, 
unless I am much mistaken, used to be sponsored by a laxative companye 
Hore certain "facts of life," certain rcal human data, were being exploite 
ed for propaganda reasonse The inference was beautifully simple and ine 
geniously flexible: the conscious identification of tho radio audience 
with the victims of circumstance who told their troublo in public moant 
that their troubles (which Mr. Anthony summarily settled) werc oliminated 
as cfisily as though they were spiritual constipation, and if on the othor 
hand, the listener congratulated himself that he had avoided such moral 
ailments as he hoard about on this program, then he could think of his afe 
flictions as physical only, and if constipated, he need not fear so long 
as Ex-Lax or something was to be bought at tho corner, 


How can we be sure that modern soap-operas with their chains of tears 
don't servo the same function as did the tragedics of Acschylus and Soe 
phocles for the pcople of Athons? Soap operas may woll be spiritual 
purges ; when’ they como flanked by Wheaties and Rinso, Popsi-Cola and Camp 
bell's Soups, tho effect is to reinforce popular belief in the daily fate 
of daily broads; in all those means, namoly, noccssary to keep the wolf 
from the door and as far away as possible.e 


Movie entertainment is propaganda of a similar if more elevated and 
authontic order of art. After all, tho greatest function of propaganda is 
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to keep up the faith in the material world, the world of immediate comfort 
and the buying power of the weckly pay=<dirte Abolish this faith and the 
ecenomic world would crumble before WCBS could sign off for the night or 
the word Fine would come around to tell you that a showing of Paisan was 
over, If a movie with Danny Kaye in it keeps you doubled up in your seat 
for half the length of the film, is it not propaganda for the laughter 
that gets rid of all worrias like Dale Carnegie's 21 magic words? And if 
Ingrid Bergman is on the screen in Joan of Are almost from start to finish 
of the film isn't that propaganda Tor what Will power and hard work will 
do for a big girl with a plain face? Make no mistake, It ise 





Because, in brief, this is a time of propaganda as well as of assas- 
sins, Thit is what Paisan tells us, the truth that Paisan tell uss this 
is a. timo, a carnival time, of propaganda and deaths; propaganda for death 
as well as for other things, No, Paisan is not orthodox Hollywood pseudoe 
art, even of the more nobly realistic kind, such as Gentlemen's Agreomont 
pretended to bee 





- 


It is interesting to note, by the way, thot when the producer of 
Gentlemen's Agrcement risked half his fortune in order to treble it, his 
“realism"’ was nothing more than a spocifio form of propaganda e- this 
movie by mirroring the universally recognized fact of anti-semitism was 
putting Hollywood solidly behind liberaliaa and one of the four freedoms, 
something which hadntt boon done previously (Crossfire, which came on the 
heels of Gentlemon's Agrooment, was far too ambiguous to compote with it). 
How strange itis to consider that merely by registoring an omnipresont 
truth (anti-semitism) Hollywood made a supremely propagandistic gesturee 
And how was this mde possible? Simply by the basic propagandistic, or we 
might say favoritistic structure of movie arte Jews as despised objects 
hadn't been admitted to the world of film art save in the most oblique 
ways3; for all propaganda purposcs, Hollywood's favorite children were all 
Gentilese As many successful Jews as exist in all spheres of Hollywood 
comuerce, both overt and covert as Jows, public prejudice against them was 
not assumed to oxiste Thus, mere statistical truth took on the mask of 
propaganda in Gentlemen's Agreement. The bare implication that a Jew is 
also a human being, with cqual rights’undor the American Constitution, bee 
came a propaganda fact in this movie, and it isa significant point (I 
don't know if it has been mide previously) that one of the most forceful 
and at the same time dubious aspect of the movie was the motivation of the 
antiescmitic crusades it was ticd up with an exploit by a popular picture 
magazine; indecd, it was the exploit of that magazine, and no matter how 
idealistic the publishor, the primary impulse was commercials what has 
been known since Hearst wont into business as "muckerakinge" 

















However, I won*t go into the structure of this propaganda picture boe 
cause the film I want to talk about is Paisane A very revealing fact 
about Paisan «= which, as I say, is not orthodox pseudosart, is that it 
makes a big hero of a Negro G.Ie in one of its episodes and rankeandefile 
but true-bluc heroes of Protestant and Jewish chaplainse Most of you have 
probably seen this film. It was praised by the press as a realistic trie 
umphe Certainly the photography is fuzzy enough to have nows-reel roalisme 
But what surprised mo even more than I expected to be surprised was the 
manner in which those underdogs, the Jew and the Negro, were givén roles 


glorifying the most orthodox Hollywood art; not foreign filmart, mind 
you, but Hollywood arte 
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This film is ‘straight international propaganda. If taken seriously 
as token of the spirit of Italian film producers, it would indicate, and 
does in itself mean, that Italian filmdom is prepared to carry on American 
popular propaganda through a liberal-minded "naturalistic" means, This 
means mey not be so much optional as convenients the bombed-out homes and 
the natural, authentic backgrounds, such as the Coliseum, the Uffizi Gal- 
lery and many Florentine streets, make real but exotic stuff for American 
customers and cut down the expense of studio sets and lightinge Moreover, 
that this film was partly Amcrican-inspired is proven by the fact that as 
much English is spoken in it as Italiane 


In the film's favor, I grant this much: technically well-turned 
plots and a refreshing rcalism among the actorse Rosselini, the director, 
is patently a man of talcnte But talent is amazingly cheap in the world 
today; it spreads like a rashe The important thing is that talent is 
overwhelmingly abused and oarried amiss, Paisan is a strong examplée 
However ingeniously the six sequences are gauged to depict novel episodes 
that were plausible under the conditions in Italy during the American 
military advance, the fact romains that the human art conceived is thirde 
rate and worse if judged by enlightened standards, 


Take the sheer structure of these episodes, and every one is a stark 
stereotype borrowed from the moral-costume department of Hollywood and 
given a mardi-gras makeeup circa’ the American conquest of Italye The 
mardiegras makeeup, however ragged, is as novel and oxciting as the latest 
news-reel or newsestory from Europese It assumes certain crude realitics 
that Hollywood would disguise more literally, that is, in terms of luxury 
treatment and a cowardly bad faith toward the statistical facts; for ine 
stance, Paisan assumes that a onceenice Italian girl my yicld to prostie 
tuting hersol? to American soldiers if she is hungry and lazy enoughe No 
American movie would put such a story in the center of its stage; Paisan 
does so, but the GeIe who comes back to find his Italian dreamegirl has 
yielded to tho tomptation of necessity and "done it for money," brutally 
turns his back on her with all the puritanic chivalry that any Amorican 
hero could hopo to conveye The American myth of decent manhood has been 
givon a twin boost because tho first episode has shown GeIe*s who wouldn't 
rape a defenseless Italian girl and German soldiers who would, The fact 
that tho G.I. in the first cpisode talks the way a GeI.e would in a William 
Saroyan play doesn't distract from his propaganda valuce What could be a 
better advertisement fcr the Marshall Plan in Italy and better reassurance 
of American respectability in the United States than this chasto treatment 
of tho GeI.'s abroad? 


And what is the full length, in the round portrait of the American 
soldier derivable from this movic? Including three common soldicrs, an 
MePe, and three chaplains, he is a pious, automatically liberal, humanly 
vulnorable, chummy, and narrowly romantic soul without the faintest vise 
ible degree of irony or cthical personalisms his reflexes are strictly 
normal in the clinical sense. The Catholics chaplain (who takes the lead 
with his cronics) handlos the alarm occasioncd by the presonce of his 
brother Jow and brother Protestant under the roof of a Franciscan monase 
tery with an eclat that would almost do credit to G. Aubrey Smith though 
without the impish irony that Charles Laughton would have brought to tho 
parte Unprofessional actingeandelooking actors wore ideal hero simply 
because the accent was on tho cxperionce not on the individuals involved. 
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Thus the “human actors" within this veritable "theatre of war" behave as 
such participants are supposed to behave according to military rules and 
strict humane convontions; tho only one shown out of military line is the 
Negro GeIe, and after his rocling drunk (during which a street boy steals 
his shocs) he returns on the scence as a vory cfficient=-looking and alert 
MePe 


Every change on tho ecmotional cash register is rung while exposing 
the orthodox results flowing from the oxperienco of wars the beastly= 
cruel, mechanical cnemy, the hearteblecd for child wareorphans who turn to 
potty crime, the almost coqual heartebleed for the decont girl tempted out 
of her deccncy, tho allemoneareebrothers-withineshootingedistance-of-tho- 
enomy motive for religious toleration, the "natural" chivalry of American 
manhood, the love of home and swectheart carried evon to the foot of tho 
enemy's gunse in comparison with this quict raherah for the exemplary 
conduct of human nature under tho triai of warfare, many a native movie of 
ours was a paragon of psychological realism and moral scriousnesse 


Now why have a number of movie-goers (I would know they existed even 
if I were blind-folded) been deccived so utterly by tho material and tho 
presentation of Paisan? Only, apparontly, because of the newsreol envol- 
ope in which all this balderdash is conveycds only becausoc of technical 
realism that is as much made-toeorder as Charles Boyor's toupce, If there 
were a God, the first spiritual sin ho would punish today would be beliof 
in the form of truth rather than its substance; today, the form of truth 
is worshipped not as Science or cven as Religion but as Journalisme 
It is casy, not hard, to get fuzzy visual odges and a realistic of» 
fect by casual lighting; it is casy, not hard, to get further realistic 
effects by unprofcssional faces, unprofessional acting manners and unproe 
fessional voices.e And all this case never penetrates in Paisan a quasie 
journalistic surface. Grantod, as I said, clevor plots and good continui= 
ty; the Po Marsh episode is very good film narrative. Also, the purely 
visual aspect of the strectboy*s physical bullying of the drunken Negro 
soldier, when he virtually shanghais him amid tho wreclnge of Rome, has an 
exccllent cinematic quality anda charm of its own that the rest of thé 
film utterly lacks, But oven here one has to note the purely sentimental, 
conventional climax of this episode anda bad detail such as the mechanie 
cal psychology of the Nogro's drunken raving, which sounds like seconde 
rate Clifford Odets, 


Sos Paisan is international good-will propaganda in the shape of 
postewar propaganda for American supremacy in the popular or "pcople's= 
front" omotions, ond as for being “proletarian” (in case someone should 
press forward that consideration) it is no more’so than the shabby-bour- 
geois inevitably must bee By stating this view, I am not being in the 
least contomptuous of any of the human truths which Paisan may incidentale« 
ly reveals I haven't the least doubt that common soldier and commander, 
prince and paisan, is capable of courage and loyalty to his own in the 
stross of ware But art is not limited to showing that man can still be 
bravo, be humans if it is so limited, then it is practically dead on its 
foct. To be importent, authentic, art must show a kind of struggle which 
is ontirely omitted from Paoisans an int»rnal moral struggle, a testing of 
values in practical criscs both prolonged and sudden, simplo and complex, 
and the triumphant value is finally to be judgod by the calibre and the 
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beliefs of the man who opposes it in himself or in others, Even from the 
statistical viewpoint, Paisan is a most limited form of the truth, so it 
cannet even pretend to be an epic of naturalisme 


Yes, human sacrifice is a great thing, but it is also a profoundly 
and mysteriously complicated thing; on "animl,” so to speak, very very 
hard for the camera to find in its natural habitat, To assumc, as Paisan 
implicitly does, that human sacrifice is eloquently enough portrayed by 
the simple, routine acts of loyalty required end fulfilled by soldiers and 
citizens in timo of war is to slander the truths of man's great spiritual 
history and to slander thereby the truth& recorded by arte Of course, if 
Paisan does not evon pretend to be art, then it is morely a glorified 
newsrocol, but if we are to take it as that, thon wo have every right to 
cry: "Fake$" For obviously it is not only fabricated in an obviously fice 
titious mould but dcals as much with spiritual valucs as it docs with ome 
pirical factse 


PARKER TYLER 
Parker Tyler is the author of Hollywood Hallucination, Magic and 


Myth of the Movie, Chaplin - Last of the Clowns, and a_ book of 
poetry, Yesterday's Children. 
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AMERICA'S GROWING MILITARIZATION 





While Americans are generally aware that their government is engaged 
in a great program of armament and is carrying out a policy of “containe 
ment," relatively few of them have comprehended the whole meaning and ime 
pact on their individual and social lives that this program is having and 
will have in the future, Scattered newspaper reports of this or that exe 
penditure, of now rocket research, of mobilization plans do not blend to» 
gether into a whole so that people can understand the full significance of 
living ina society wherein every major government decision is measured 
ultimately by the criterion of "military necessity." 


In a remarkable report issued in the spring of this year, the Natione 
al Council against Conscription presented’ documented evidence of growing 
militarization in the U.S. This report, in at opening phrase, said: 
"Never before in American history has the military cstablishment had so 
much money to spénd, so many officers or oxeofficers in important civilian 
government posts, so much influonce in the formulation of foreign policy, 
or such an ambitious publicity department as it does today, Novor boforo 
have wo'’seen such careful plans being prepared for control of labor and 
industry, nor such widespread influence ocxercised in tho field of public 
and higher education as is true now," 


American students concerned about the continuing crisis of the Cold 
War, and who want to work to prevent a third world war should acquaint 
themselves with this pamphlet of the NCAC. Here the isolated facts of 
militarization are drawn togethor until a clear pattern cmergess; the sube 
tle intorrelationships and coordination of all oi the programs growing out 
of military policy are cxposed for all to sec,g The documentation abounds 

’ and sources are provided abundantly in the footnotes. 


The most recent development in American military plans which has boon 
made public is, of course, the Military Aid Plan which calls for providing 
armaments and other military supplics to Western Europe while continuing 
to supply Greecé and Turkey with such aide The step=byestep pattern of 
Amcrican policy, or the “packago-by-package" pattern, has become cloar 
during the past three years with the Military Aid Plan tho most recent 
"packagoe" Thus we have had somthing like the following sequences: The 
Truman Doctrine accopted in Greece and Turkey (and providing tho "containe 
mont" idea), tho National Security Act of 1947 which set up the National 
Security Council to integrato’military policy with foroign policy. Tho 
Soloctive Service Act of 1948, tho North Atlantic Defense Pact, and now 
the Military Aid Programe 


Interspersed with thoso largor packages were many small onese Tho 
general public is largoly unaware of the small packages which have only to 
be "sold" to special groupse Included among these somo of the most im-= 
portant havo beens 


le Military training in tho schools and collcgess here we have ROTC, 
NROTC and Air ROTC, 





2e Research and other educational projects supported by military 
r funds and thorefore controlled by military policy. For oxample, the Of- 





_—__ 
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fice of Naval Research spent approximately $20,000,000 on about 500 pro» 
jects at colleges and universities during the year 1948849, 


Se In June, 1948, Congress approved the enlistment of women in the 
Regular Army, thus extending to a permanent peacetime basis what was begun 
as an emergency wartime measures 


4. The development of a corps of publicity and “propaganda experts 
with full access to the mass media, For instance, Varicty magazine 
pointed out in 1948 that the military was "radiots Noe 1 music sponsor." 
At that time the military had five major network programs, alcng with two 
National Guard shows, all for the purpose of recruitinge 


5 The Army has developed across the country in various communities 
what it calls Army Advisory Committees made up of distinguished civilians, 
These committees have been used as "fronts" advocating certain military 
policies, as for instance UMT, 

6- The Army, Navy, and Air Force have each developed their "Day" 
which allows thom to gain public attentiMwnder the heading of patriotism, 
The Navy more zealous than the others, has a whole week set aside for 
propagandizing the publice 


7e Plans for Labor and Industry have been outlined, or are in proe 
CeCSSe The Army Industrial Mobilization plans are reported to provide a 
compulsory job for everyone after a classificution test determines each 
one's abilitiese The Army's Affiliation Program would put the organized 
reserve into active drilling units among factory employees throughout’ the 
countrys "Each unit will have a commanding officer, a colonel, major, or 
captain, depending on its size. The War Department says he shall be a 
regular reserve officer and believes it can find at least one such man in 
each businesseeee”” Thus this program would have the employer-omployeecs 
relationship jellcd. The employers would act as officers and the employ= 
ees as subordinatese Another development is the participation of induse 
trialists in the Industrial Collego of the Armed Forcess 


8 In the area of Civilian Defense, the now infamous "Hopley Report" 
was drawn up by army officers and civilian consultants at the order of 
former Secretary of Defense Forrestal. This report was so blatantly 
authoritarian, providing even for the setting up of concentration camps 
and immunizing the deputized wardens from any responsibility for their 
acts, that it was quietly dropped and no now proposals have been forthcome 
inge We can depend on it though that such plans are somewhere in tho mke 
Inge 


9- CIA == Contral Intelligence Agoncy which Was brought into being 
by Act of Congress without the Congress knowing what the bill provided 
Since it was considered too secret for them to knowe It provides both for 
national and intcornational espionages Many Americans are unaware of its 
existences 





* Now Evidence of the Militarization of Amorica, pe 48. 











ANVIL Fall Quarter 1949 Page 22 





Nothing has been said so far about atomic bomb production and further 
research in the field of atomic weapons of mass destruction. Readers are 
referred to a reprint of articles from the Christian Century by Cuthbert 
Daniel and Arthur Me Squirese** These tvio exeatomic scientists have made 
a proposal for unilateral atomic disarmament which they support with ine 
telligent and informed discussion of the technical as well as military as-= 
pects of the probleme One of their chief points with regard to present 
atomic research and production is that, despite Lilienthal's reports 
which play up the “peacetime benefits" of atomic energy, 90% of the work 
under Lilienthal's direction is solely military. They contend that Lili- 
enthal is wrong when he says “The peacetime and military aspécts of the 
development of atomic energy are, as a mtter of physical fact, not posse 
ible of effective separation." On the contrary, Squires and Daniel hold 
that “only the power aspects of atomic energy are impossible to separate 
from the militaryeeea single laboratory pile can produce enormous quanti« 
ties of the radio-isotopes which are usod by resoarch workers in physics, 
chomistry, biology, medicine, agriculture, and industry.e.elaboratory piles 
eeedepend in no way upon the existence of the large-scale atomic produce 
tion plants at Oak Ridge and Hanford," 































The “security” probleths which grow out of present atomic rescarch and 
production are, of course, prime factors in the program of hysteria and 
fear which has led to loyalty tests and spy investigations’ of many varice 
tiese These are the fruits of militarization, "top secrets," and reliance 





on countereespionage and "controls." Sciontists throughout the country 
are increasingly ‘aware of nnd disturbed by this tronde The Bul .ctin of 
Atomic Scientists, June-July, 1949, contains 2 scrics of articles under 
the heading "Scientific Truth and Freedom in Our Time," The discussion 


centers around the controversy over the admission of Communists or suse 

pected Communists to nonsecret rescarch fellowships of the Atomic Energy 
, Commissions Eugene Rabinowitch, the editor, calls this "the first inva- 
sion of the scicntific and educational life of America, outside the cire 
cumscribed field of sccrct research, by govermment-imposed political dise 
criminationgeeetic might casily be led to a situation in which most, if not 
all, students entoring advanced training in the fields of physics, chemise 
try or biology will have to be investigated and cloared by the FBI, to 
weed out "poor security risks,'" 


Later in the same editorial he says "We livo in a period in which a 
serics of world-wide wars, the progress of military technology, and the 
emergence of a varicty of totalitarian political systems, partly forces 
and partly induces evon those nations which have created and long maine 
tained the standards of freedom and oquality, to accept’ discriminatory 
policeestate proceduroSeeeelf the arms race is to continue, many more such 
concessions will have to be countonanced in the years to cone," 












The final effects and results of an evéreincreasing policy of arme 
ments and military direction and controls is, of course, an acquicscing to 
the idea that if there is to be any peace it will come through superior 
armed strength to the point of saturation armamente But further, one is 
driven finally to the conclusion that war is incvitablo anyways And a 





** 
Road to Atomic Peace (reprinted from Christian Contury). 
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step beyond this is the idea that if war is inevitable, then the time to 
strike is before Russia reaches the stage of saturation armament t60, 
(Saturation armament being that point when the possession of rocket-atomic 
-biological weapons has produced a ‘condition in which the defenses of a 
nation can be "saturated," that is, enough atom bombs and enough instrue 
ments to deliver them <= whether B-36 or supersonic rocket == so that 
even if the opponent knocks out 90% of the attacking force -= this has 
never been done <= 10% will get through. With the "improved" atomic bombs 
and dusts, only one bomb has to get through to destroy a city.) 


The dilemma of a country and aworld which are succumbing to the 
crude logic of militarism and "inevitable" war in this era of total and 
atomic war is that all of the controls and totalitarian practices implicit 
in such a course are inevitable unless the course is changed, The examine 
ation and criticism of American militarism and war preparation in this 
paper in no way condones the militarism and war preparation or authorie 
tarian practices of the Soviet regime and its satellites, The same * kind 
of analysis can be fitted to their practicese The problem for those who 
Would prevent war and who seek to build a free and economically sound so-= 
ciety is to find the way out of this program of catastrophe, — 


Those who still accept war, however roluctantly, are caught in the 
trap of the logic of modorn total war and total preparatione If you ace 
copt war, thon you arc forced to accopt and go along with the control by 
national governments of the total population and of the resources of the 
nation. A vigorous student anti-war movement has the job and the response 
ibility of meoting this dilemma head-on, If it would oppose war, it must 
then present alternative programs and policies which will mke a break 
with the war system and which will meet tho real needs of men and women 
everywhere in tho world, It will have to show how human froedoms oan be 
maintained and extended while fundamontal human needs are boing cared for, 
This is a job for young people who have a deep sense of responsibility for 
their own actions and their results, and who see tho nocessity of making 
choices as to action and methods of action which will implement thoir 
policicses 


ROY C. KEPLER 


Roy C, Kepler is the National Secretary of the War Resisters 
ALUC « 





Killed in World Wars I and II (soldiers and civilians) 








Killed and died in World War I secovceccccccccccvesesecese 8,538,000 
Killed and died of U. S, Army and Navy in World War II eee 326,000 


Killed of other nations in World War II eccccccccscesecces 44,172 ,000 
47,172,000 
53,036 ,000 
taken from the World Almanac, 1949 to 56,036,000 
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THE DYNAMICS OF THE NEW ANTI-SEMITISM IN RUSSIA 





The fixed idea that the USSR, regardless of its other defects, is 
still a land of essential racial and national equality is so deeply im-= 
bedded in the consciousness of even the most convinced anti-Stalinist libe 
eral and radical that he tends to approach any disclosure o@& antiesomitism 
in Russia with a good deal of skepticism and disbelief. It is for this 
reason that the press exposes, in the Spring of 1949, of the widespread 
Russian purge of “homeless cosmopolitans" with its distinct anti-semitic 
overtones and the revelations of the ruthless, thoroughgoing campaign to 
suppress all remaining Jewish organizations and all forms of Jewish cul«# 
ture in Russia = did not evoke spontancous waves of indignation and pro= 
teste There was a noticeable tendency to shrug these reports off as 
“atrocity propaganda" of the "cold war" or to see in tho now anti-Jewish 
practices nothing but tho revival of traditional CP anti-Zi6iism and ex- 
cesses of a forced assimilationist policye 


A careful obsorver would, however, have noted that pro-Stalinist 
apologetics = an outstanding examplo was Tom O'Connor's series in the New 
York Compass « could not and did not refute the specific facts cited in 
the well-documented press cxposese There was no denial that the Yiddish 
pross (Einikeit, Der Shtern (Kicv)) of Russia had been virtually liquid- 
ated or that tho Jewish Anti-Fascist Committeo (only Jewish organization 
in Russia) was arbitrarily dissolved, its leaders and many outstanding 
Yiddish writers arrested, oor that approximately threeefourths of the 
purged “homcless cosmopolitans" were Jowish intellectuals, The pro-Stale 
inist defense mercly claimed that the press expose was a Wall Street plot 
to discredit the Soviet Union and used the blackmail approach by threaten= 
ing American Jowry (Tom O'Connor, Now York Compass) that exposure of Rus- 
sian anti-semitism would aggravate anti-semitism in this country. Accord- 
ing to O'Connor, news of Russian antiesemitism cnables native American 
antiesemites to point out in glee that "Even the Russians tried and could 
not get along with those people." 











Also characteristic was the public reply in the form of an article by 
M. Buchenwald in the Morning Freiheit, Juno 2, 1949, to the Yiddish writ- 
ers in the United States who inquired about tho fate of the five top Yide 
dish writers in tho Sovict Union reported to have been arrested and dew 
ported to Siberia. "These writers have aligned thomselves with theWall 
Stroct magnates of the Amorican Jowish Committco and tho Forward band, and 
thoy havo no right to ask us for an answor in connection with tho roported 
events in the USSReeee True frionds of the USSR will not ask us for an 
accounting nor will thoy ask us to deny theso anti-Sovict fabricationseee" 





The Us. Se Stalinist press could not and did not deny the fact that 
adjectives liko "rootloss," “homeloss," "alien," "passportless wanderers," 
"traders," were invoked by the Russian press to characterize "“cosmopoli# 
tans" with Jowish sounding names, Entircoly ignorod, howevor, was the fact 
that theso were traditional stereotypos omployed in Central and East 
European anti-semitic propagandae 


In a societal framowork in which these slanderous characterizations 
have been used to stir up hate against Jews, for official agencies to 
stress the Jowish origin of the "“cosmopolitos" denounced in thoso stereo 
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types, is tantamount to active dissemination of ill-will against the Jews, 


Some attempt was made to deny the anti-semitic intent in this pro- 
cedure by citing a recent instance where Jewish and non-Jewish family 
names had been added to pseudonyms in official press amouncements of 
Stalin prize award winnerse In the past the act of citing both pseudonyms 
and real names was customary only for official decrees - when recipients 
of promotions or rewards had to be identified by their family names, How- 
ever, in literary and political polemics, the original Jewish names had 
never been added to the pseudonymse This new departure froma traditional 
custom must therefore be presumed to have a special purposes 


That the identification of tho pilloried "alien cosmopolitans" as 
Jews involves more than a desire to correctly identify the individuals 
concerned can be seen from the one instence in which the Sovict pross gra- 
tuitously addod a Jowish "real name" to the name of a denounced American 
writere FP. Kromov, attacking several Jewish "“cosmopolitans" in economics 
in the journal Bolshevik emphasized that their views were suspiciously 
similar to those contained in the book The Spirit of Soviet Economics by 
Dr. Je F. Normano, a Russian-born refugee in tho U.eS. He carefully added 
the name "Levin" in parenthesis after Normanog Dre Normano had‘in 1933 
been accused by the Nazis of being a fugitive German-Jewish banker, Izaak 
Lovine Normano denied that ho was Izaak levin, After an investigation by 
the American authorities, the extradition requosts by the Nazis were de= 
niede Yet, the Russian press takes up tho Nazi accusation and in 1949 
still refers to him as Normano (Levin)e Why? 











Further ovidence that the Russian government views the Jews as at 
least a potentially “unpatriotic” element is furnished by the recent se-« 
curity-motivated, forced miss population transfers of Jows from the West= 
ern frontier areas of Russide C. S. Sulzberger, in the New York Times, 
September 11, 1949, reports that “reliable information has been received 
that a mss deportation of Jews from the Ukraine and Byelo-Russia on the 
Sovict Union westorn border is under way, Before the present wave of 
forced transferals it is believed about 20,000 Jows have been shifted by 


command to the Far East. How many more are being sont to Asia cannot yet 
be estimated," 





The Yiddish press in New York has carricd many similar reports of 
very extensive deportations, As oarly as July 6, 1949, the Jowish Morning 
Journal carricd a report by L. Arychs: "Now roports that will cast terror 
into the hearts of all Jows all over tho world have reached Paris thr ough 
the samo channels as the information concerning the arrest of the Jewish 
writers in Moscowe Then, too, people waited for denialseeebut they never 
CAMO » Now tho now information reports barbaric actions in the sequences 
of a policy of ncutralizing the Jowish population of Soviet Russias Ac= 
cording to these reports, two Soviet republics, Ukraine and White Russia, 
are boing cleared of Jows." The reports arrived by way of Poland "which 
to some extent acts as a bridge botweon Russia and tho worlds" 





It is true that this forced deportation involves othcr small, "non- 
socialist," non-Slavic pooples of tho USSR. This docs not detract from 
tho fact which the mass deportation of Soviet Jews from border areas ose 
tablishes, namoly, that the rulers of Russia now view the Jews, en masse, 
&s poor security risks in caso of a war with the West, A governmont which 
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so distrusts a minority pooplo that it deports them far away from potene 
tial contact with tho onomy can hardly bo oxpected to entrust high posts 
in the army and diplomatic service to the very same peoples It must be’ 
remembered that these reports of evacuation of Jews from thoir traditional 
centers in tho Ukraine and Bukovina follow recurrent and persistent diplo-= 
matic and press reports that Jews are silontly but cffectively barred from 
entrance into various fields of omploymont. 


Igor Gouzonko, ‘a former clerk in the Russian Embassy in Camnda, ine 
forms us in his book, The Iron Curtain, that "in 1939 we wero privately 
and individually twarnod? of the Architectural Institute (in Moscow) that 
Jews in general were tin disfavore* We were told of a tconfidential' dee» 
cree of the Contral Comnittee of the All Union Communist Party which had 
becn passed at that timoe The docree was sent to all directors of educte 
tional institutions and schools throughout tho Soviot Union, It cstabe 
lished a socret quota of admission for Jews with a viow toward curtailing 
their attendance at Soviet cducational institutes," 


Tho same Russian author refers to another secret anti-Jewish direce 
tives "In the summer of 1945 Aleksashkin, Chicf of the secret division 
(Soviet Intelligence Hoadquarters), arrived at Ottawa and told us that the 
Central Committee of the Communist Party sent confidential instructions to 
directors of all plants and factorics to remove Jews from responsible poe 
sitions ond under any pretext whatever, to place them in less important 
worke" 


The evidence seoms to point to it (hore we have cited only a fraction 
of the evidence) and yet tho idea that the government of the USSR has ae 
dopted and is carrying through a systematic anti-Jewish policy is hard to 
accepte This is truc even for those who have little or no illusions about 
the brutal and suffocating nature of the prison-houso equality that proce 
vails in Russioe The decisive considcration seems to be: "What has the 
Stalin regime to gain from pursuing an anti-Jewish policy? What advan 
tages accrue to it? Why should the Kremlin bo willing to chance the ine 
calculable loss of prestige and influonce that the end of tho legend of 
Sovict racial and national eauality would bring in its wake?" 


These are serious questions that must be tackled and to which answers 
must be soughte An attempt will be mado in this brief article to advance 
tentative answorse In the nature of the situation they can servo only as 
initial hypothosese Whether or not the presont attempt to explain and in« 
terpret’tho why of the now antiesomitism in Russia is successful and cone 
vincing, the stubborn reality of anti-Jewish policy and practice in the 
USSR cannot bo brushed aside or ignored by any honest friend of national 
and racial oqualitye 


First of all, itis necessary to understand the nature of "grass- 
roots" anti-semitism in Stalinist Russia which is new in causation and 
unique to the social framowork of burcaucrati¢ collectivist society in 
Russide Present day popular anti-semitism is, in the final analysis, a 
by=product of the intcnsified competition within . bureaucratic’ framework 
between more and less privileged strata of the society for power, prestige 
and better living conditions, 


It is not simply a renewal of Czarist anti-semitism, from which it 
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differs in many respectse Under Czarism anti-semitism was principally a 
rural phenomenon limited to the Pale, Under Stalin it has become an urban 
phenomenon spread all over the USSR. 


The shattering of tho Ghetto and its economy under the impact of the 
October Revolution was followed by attompts at normalization and producti- 
vization of the socio-economic structure of Jewish life. While the 
“agfarianization" of Jews was a relative failure, at most involving only 
200,000 Jews, the industrialization and proletarianization program was 
very successfule According to the consus of 1959, over twoethirds of So- 
vict Jews lived on wages and salaries, 


Unfortunately, the changed cconomic structure did not, under the cire 
cumstances of Sovict economic backwardness and scarcity, reduce intcre 
group competitions The noar starvation standard of living of the msscs 
produced a mad, bitter strugglo for the better jobs, advancement and sta-= 
tuse A tendency to shift from manual wage labor to non-manual salaricd 
work became universale Jews, who wore of urban and middle class origin 
with a significant cultural baggage, held en initial advantage over most 
of their competitors who yesterday wero illiterate peasantse As a conse= 
quence, the ranks of Jewish salary workers increased, with government em- 
Ployees as the largest categorye Jews became concentrated to above avere 
age oxtont in highly conspicuous professional, managerial, academic and 
artistic posts - all very visible positions and high in social prestige 
value, This stimulated a tendency to identify the Jews as "profiteers of 
the revolution" ond "special wards of the regime" and inevitably attracted 
to thom the mss hostility felt against the govermnente 


This, together with the now Jewish dispersal all over Russia, which 
brought them into contact and compotition as an “alicn" group with wider 
and wider scctions of the Russian masses, mado them especially vulnerable. 
On the one hand, tho “outs," the masses, hating the regime, sought outlets 
for their hatreds On the other, scctions of the “ins,” compoting groups 
in the bureaucracy, ongaged ina rivalry with Jewish contenders for bu= 
reaucratic posts with a savagery and barbarism that only life in a totali- 
tarian bureaucratic society can ongendors 


In this frame of reference it is not surprising to find that the ree 
gime did not hesitate to mnake concessions to antiesemitic trends or even 
to directly oxploit the anti-somitic tendencies of the countrye As far 
back as the lattcr half of 1920's, in the struggle against tho Opposition 
tendencies in the Russian Communist Party, the bureaucracy led by Stalin 
did not hesitate to exploit popular anti-somitic moods by omphasizing in 
many instances the Jowish character of many oppositionist loaders, "Beat 
the Opposition! after a while took on the complexion of the old slogan, 
Boat the Jows and savo Russia,'" 


The purges in 193681938 omphasized Jows as traitors to the country 
and at the same time did very little to reduce the identification between 
the regime and "Jewish Commissars" and "Jewish GPU men" as special wards 
of the regimco.e 


As World War II approached, the Kremlin realized that it was no longe= 
er able, after a decade of totalitarian rule, to evoke social messianism 
or harness the class struggle drives of the masses, as stable props for 
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the war effort. As 2 consequence, Soviet nationalism anda “noo=jingoigm" 
was the new force Stalinism used in fighting World War IIe Hand in hand 
with this wont 2 tolerance for popular prejudices in the areas of religion 
and antissemitic prejudices 


The government did not hesitate to cater to anti-semitic moods and to 
sacrifice Jews Whenover it felt that a "“proeJewish" attitude would cause 
any embarrassment for the regimee "When in 1940 the Soviet government ane 
nexed’ tho territories on the fringes of’the Western border of the Sovict 
Union, from the Baltic to the Black Sea, which wore infested with tho 
antiesemitic views, its newly established authorities made it a sspesial 
point to emphasize their neutrality on the Jewish questioneeee Many Po- 

) lish and Lithuanian restrictions on the Jews were not revoked as were 
other lewse” (A. Sternberg in a paper read to the British Section of the 
World Jewish Congress, February 1944¢) 


It was inevitable that these and other concessions to anti-semitic 
trends should have resulted in the infiltration of anti-Jewish moods into 
the ruling clite itsolf, Especially when wo kcep in mind that various 
strata and individuals of this ruling machine wore regularly locked in a 
bitter struggle cgainst Jowi sh rivals for powor and influcnce, and that a 
socialist superego had long been overwhelmed by the barbaric impulses re- 
lexsed in the bureaucratic junglee Innumberable accounts of Jews who 
since the war have emigrated from Russia testify to thise 


At the end of World War II tho priveations and dislocations, the 
shortages and scarcitics all tondod to increxse the subterranean antagon= 
isms betweon the privileged bureaucracy and the massese For tho isolated 
bureaucracy, which resorted more and more to a jingoistic ideology, it was 
a stroke of gocd fortune to be able to throw to tho wolves a new scapegoat 
in the form of thoso "alicn intruders" in the bureaucracy, tho Jewse 


In viow of the now “grass roots" antiescmitism, these "“Jowish .6nn- 
missars" and "Jewish NKVD" men could be made to serve as objects of hose 
tility and thus deflect tho hate of the msses from the regime as a wholes 
Honec, in part, the curreft "homeless cosmopolitan" campaign against Jows 
who occupy conspicuous and highly valued prestige positions in the arts 
and academic profcessionse 


The usefulness of this olever mancuver is that it gratifies at the 
same time the ambitions of aspiring strata of the ruling clite who could 
enthusiastically and with a great deal of spontaneous fervor spearhead tho 
campaigns 











This follows a welledeveloped patterns Ever since tho purges, the 
risc to dominating positions in the bureaucracy has often been attended by 
the exploitation of antiesemitic prejudice by position hungry, parvenu 
bureausrats against the most vulnerable "ins," Jowish intellcctunls and 
technicians. 


But how does the mass deportation of Jews from border regions fit ine 
to this picture? The answor to this is to be found in the traditional 
treatment by the bureaucracy of a1] political, social or othnic groups it 
mistrcatse It reasons in 4 paranoid fashion that these groups, which it 
has trod upon and mistreatod, burn with « desire for revonge and wait ime 
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patiently for an opportunity to betray it to the enemye Hence its charace 
teristic reaction - imprisonment and exile of these potential traitors. 


This “revived bureaucratic anti-semitism" gains, I believo, its real 
motive power from the postewar development of super-chauvinism and xenoe 
phobia as the dominant ideology in Russing ‘This inculcation of supere 
chauvinism is in preparation for World War III, The struggle against the 
West will not be and, in Russia, cannot be marshalled under the banner of 
social revolution, The msses have little illusions on this score, Hence 
the effort to repeat the technique employed during World War II but this 
time on a vaster and unprecedented scales 


A Key feature and basic need of totalitarian propaganda is to find 
internal symbols and representatives of whatever onemy the masses are 
boing aroused againste As long as Stalinism could evoke social and class 
forces during tho ‘'20*s ond carly '30's, the internal enemics were vosti- 
gial represontatives or those who could serve as symbols of the overthrown 
capitalist and feudal classes. The new nationalist course requires new 
internal symbols of the foreign, Western enemy, who can be pilloried and 
against whom the hatred of the masses can be directed, As symbols of the 
Wost, mo people in the Soviet Union is as eminently fitted as tho Jewish 
people, the bulk of whom live in tho Wost, in the U.S. and other countrics 
Within the Anglo-American orbite Hence, the frequency of tho plausible 
charge in the continuing campaign against cosmopolitanism in Russia that 
Jews havo too many ties with and too much sympathy for the Westorn world 
and are lacking in Russian patriotisme 


A typical criticism is the romark made by the general secretary of 
the Byolo-Russian CP on February 17, 1949. "Only one theater in the 
Byelo-Russian Republics = a Jewish one = puts on unpatriotic plays in 
which life in America is praisede" Hence also tho central charge against 
the Jowish cosmopolitans that they "are devoid of the natural feeling of 
Soviet national pride" and their cosmopolitanism “is advantageous now to 
world reactions, to the instigmtors of a new ware" (Simonov, Pravda, 
Fobruary 27, 1949) 


The tragedy of the situation is hoightened by the fact that the 
Stalinist regime apparently believes that it can carry out this program 
without openly admitting anti-somitism, It appoars confident (and not 
without good reason) that it can hold on to its Jowish and other oppressed 
minority supporters outside of Russia just as it was able to hold the ale 
logiance of Gorman Stalinist cadres despite an interna} anti-German policy 
against tho Volga Gormans whose republic was arbitrarily dissolved and who 
were shipped to Asia like cattlee 


Stalinism is unique in that it can pursue a policy which is in direct 
contradiction to its avowed aims, Parading under the banner of democracy 
it can attract large numbers of socialists and use them as unwitting de- 
fenders of reaction, Similarly, it is conceivable that Russia can contin- 
ue to mouth democratic slogans while pursuing an anti-semitic campaign 
within her own state and retain her Jewish followers. It is our respon- 
sibility to understand and expose this pattern, 


E. FIELD 
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THE GUN AND THE ROSE 





In much of the world's literature the seeds of human feeling, of 
sensibility, have been found t6 grow near a battlefront. The capacity for 
sensation and rational emotion, discerning judgment, responsiveness to 
pathos, or to value seem to be found in proximity to violence often enough 
to make an ideal situation for the writer, The gun beside tho roseeesethoy 
socom to symbolize what is aesthetic and what is brutal, particularly in 
our own cpoch, and one adds ironic shock to the othor, Novortheless, thoy 
occur togethcr in life as they do inert, just as do the clouds which 
never scem so sereno as the momont before an artillary barrago rips the 
sky aparte 


It is something peculiar to our times that in spite of the applica 
tion of scientific method with increasod onergy’ to certain phases of life, 
the world remains a disorderly and brutal moss, in which itis hard to 
find people who possess a sure scale of valuos, The poot and the novelist, 
therefore, keep thoir sensibility focused on the domands croatod by fund- 
amontal situations; those which involve sox, love, dangor, and doathg site 
uations in which man's instincts are primary, cspecially in periods when 
social conventions or intellectual affectation gloss over or falsify the 
instinctual drivoe 


All wars in our time havo provided the focal point for fiction, fThe 
Naked and the Dead, among the most rccent novels has several anccstors 
which might be called war novels for the sake of discussion although not 
all of them were intended as novels primarily devotcd to a discussion of 
tho war itself, 





After tho first World War, a serios of novels appeared, one of which 
managed bettor than others to discover an eclemont of human intogrity amid 
the chaos of war. This novel was A Farewoll to Arms from which tho fole 
lowing passage is quoted. This incident occurs on tho Italian front while 
the army is swaiting an Austrian barrage, Liocutenant Henry is tho narrate 
Ore 





"Ieeesat down in the dugout with the four drive 
CrSeeee They wero 211 mechanics and hated tho wareee 
We sat on tho ground with our backs against tho wall 
and smoked. Outside it was noarly darke Tho carth 
athe dugout was warm’and dry and I lot my shouldors 
back against tho wal], sitting on the small of my 
back, and rolaxcde 


* * 











"Were you thore, Tenonte, when thoy - wouldntt 
attack and they shot ovory tenth man?" 


"Noe" 






"It is truce They linod thom up afterward and 
took evory tenth mn," 


* * 
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“"If everybody would not attack the war would be 


over,” Manera said 
* 


"You should not let us talk this way, Tenente, 
Ev vivaltesercito," Passini said sarcasticallye 


"I know how you talk," I said, "But as long as 
you drive the cars and behave--=,_" 


“.eeand don't talk so other officers can hear," 
Manera finishede 


"I believe we should get tho war over," I said 
"It would not finish it if one side stopped fighting. 
It would only be worse if we stopped fighting. 


"It could not be worse," Passini said respect- 
fully. "“Thore is nothing worse than war," 


"Defeat is worse," 


"I do not boliove it," Passini said still ree 
spectfully, "What is defcat? You go homce”eeee Wo 
think, We reade We are not poasantse We are meche 
anicse But even the poasants know bottcr than to bo- 
lieve in a war, lLvcrybody hates this war," 


* 


"We must shut up," said Mancra, "Wo talk too 
much even for the Tenonte,e" 


"He likes it," said Passinig “We will convert 
him," ‘ 


"But now wo will shut up." Manora saide 
"Do we eat yot Tonento?" 


Perhaps the first thing which is clear from reading this passago is 
that the point of view of the Lioutenant is politically naive and that the 
Italians: sonseo ite They sonse it enough to believe that their point af 
view is strongor and that thoy can convert the Amorican Licutonant,. Pere 
haps thoy feel that his argument lacks subtloty. He wants merely to got 
the war over with. The war sooms to have no meaning for him in terms of 
"democracy" or any of the othor slogans undor which his coumtry lator wont 
to ware Yet he is months ahead of his own governmont in joining the war, 
There is evidently a pcrsonal elemont in his attitude toward tho expore 
ionce of war which outweighs the political once 


If we examine the political element first, however, it becomes appare 
ent that there is something very similar in the devolopment of Amorican 
politics in goneral, Why is it that all tho labor movomonts in westorn 
Europoan countries have formed labor partics of thoir own while on the Am= 
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erican sceno the labor wnions still mintain their traditional alliance 
with one of the two major partics? We might also question the fact that 
movements for the reform of monopoly capitalism call themselves Now Doal 
in America while movoments with similar programs call themselves Sociale 
Democracy in Europe, and idontify themselves with the thoorics of Karl 
Marx even though they are ofton to the right of those theories in prace 
tices. Lieutenant Henry, thon, exemplifies to some extent, tho traditional 
American isolation from the concern of the European worker and peasant 
with radical politics, He has not beon “initiated,” as have the Buropoans 
Since thoir youth, into the complexity of anti-war socialisme 


Yet he is ablo to find a certain kind of rapport with the soldiers 
who servo under him. If it is not because of any political agreement, wé 
are justificd in looking for som other motives Upon closer examination, 
the reador will discover that both tho American and the Italian live by 4 
codee It is not exactly the same codecs but it involves the same cloments, 
personal honesty, courage and a private or social disciplinc. 


In all those novels of Homingway which doal ‘with tho chaotic and 
brutal world of war the heroes are usually tough men, oxpcrienced inhabie 
tants of a hard world and apparently insonsitive, Lieutenant Honry (A 
Farewoll to Arms) and Robort Jordan (For Whom the Beil Tolls) are excel= 
Tont examplese They aro, in addition, defcatod mene They havo managed, 
however, to salvage somocthing out of thoir defcat in tho practical world, 
And this is, perhaps, the root of Hemingway's fundamental interest in such 
circumstantial occurrences and in such personalities, They accept défoat, 
they have courted defeat only on terms which allows them to maintain, cvon 
in the teeth of the defeat itsolf, an ideal of thomselvos, consciously exe 
pressed or not, an ideal by which they have lived and worked and loved. 
Porhaps it is an ideal of decency to which they would rise if it wore at 
all possible, or a limit of shame, bolow which, if it is at all possible; 
they will not stoope Thcy my consider thomsolves 4s marked for failure, 
consider that the best cfforts consistently miscarry, but believe that ono 
must continue to strivo. The romantic hero finds this struggle of man 
against his chaotic society in ony corner or depth of tho human worlds 
among gamblers or whores, among already’defeated bands of soldiers or reve 
olutionists, in the discard of Socicty, among people who live mainly on 
liquor and aro fod with affronts, pooplo who aro fools, thicves, the com= 
rades of thieves who yot keep the point of honor and the touch of pity, 
often repaying the world's scofn with servico, often standing firm upon a 
scruple, and at x certain cost, rojocting richese This romantic herd 
finds wherevor he searches hard enough, some virtue cherished or affectod, 
some fladg of man's inoffectual goodness flying under evory circumstance of 
failure, even when hope or health or thanks are absent, and it continuos 
to fly over some obscure struggle in tho lost battle of virtuo; human bo- 
ings still clinging in the brothol or on the scaffold to tho tattered om- 
blom of honor, the moager treasuro of thoir spirit. However, thoy may 
seck to escape it, thoy find it impossible; it is not morcly thoir honor 
ond their proud ethic but also their inovitable dofcat, They are doomed 
to romain tho aristocrats of spirite 





For Hemingway, the world in which these struggles occur is, ' obsurve 
ed from the outside, a violent ond meaningless world.e But those of its 
characters upon whom he focuses his fiction-producing eye, make an heroic 
effort to salvage something out of this incoherence and meaninglessnosss 











ANVIL Fall Quarter 1949 Page 35 





they try to impose some form upon the disorder of their own living, the 
art of the bullfighter or the sportsman, the discipline of the soldier or 
the revolutionist, the code of the gangster, brutal and inhuman though it 
may be, nevertheless having an ethice This form or discipline is never 
intended to be adequate enough to change the world, Hemingway is far from 
being a positivist, The fidelity which his characters display to their 
own code, however, is part of the nobility with which they go down to de- 
feate This is the rose which Hemingway finds beside the gune 


Ten years have elapsed and a second world war has been fought since 
Hemingway produced a novele The Brooklyn College student who began an une» 
finished poom with the lino "I ama young man in séarch of a now Spaing" 
expressed perhaps as clearly as Hemingway's silence, the absence of any 
cause which might attract the young man of courage and idealism during 
that uneasy period. Rushing in to fill this vacuum is a differont kind of 
writer who tackles the war of the forties’ with a different background, 
Norman Mailere "Brooklyn, Harvard, Leyte," are tho words of the jacket 
blurb to describe his education, Ho comes to litcrature out of the wolle 
stockod Wine cellar of the intellectual, He has tasted of Freud, Marx, 
Sponglor, Nietsche and is not quite over the intoxicating cffect of such 
dolicious, aged vintagese The proso is somewhat like tho garrulity which 
follows intoxications a certain unbalance betrays the state of emotion 
somewhat sloppily and much of it scoms like the loosoning of the tongue 
over the wineglass, It is in its more sober momonts somewhat reminiscent 
of what might be a discussion in Harvard classrooms about politics, omoe 
tion, and the behavior of tho lower classes, The chaotic brutality of the 
war is all here, reported with merciless accuracy and resplendant in its 
detail down to the last phonetic reproduction of the soldier's curse as ho 
hurls a grenadee But little or nothing is salvaged from the chaos, There 
are no human beings of integrity anywhoro on the landscapes This might be 
said to be the gun without tho rosoe Not only are the soldiors incapable 
of any cffectual personal discipline but the style itself lacks discie 
pline 9 


In The Naked and the Dead, as in A Farewoll to Arms, wo havo a doe 
foated band of soldicrs. Thoy come to the army so punished by life that 
any ideals thoy onco my have had have since boon thrown ovorboard as so 
much ballast in the struggle to kecp existonce itsolf afloat, © They como 
from the povertyestrickeon anti-somitic Irish of South Boston, Dorchestor 
and Roxbury, from the squalor of Mexican communitics in the doop South 
from somo middlewestern Polish community whero the slum tenement has a 
broken downstairs door, the mailboxes are looted and the hallway smolls 
like a urinal; or froma salesman's lifo stalled in the rut of drinking, 
whoring and a dull marriagoe 








At this point any similarity bctwoon them andthe defeated social 
outcasts in Homingway's fiction consos to oxist,. Mailor's characters seem 
tough and are insensitive. They lack fidelity to any code, to any discie 
pline and because of thoir lack of sonsitivity, are nover able for a mo= 
mont to sec their truc plight. In times of stress they prove to bo sé 
Jacking in any personal or social othic that thoy aro not tough at all, 
and are unaware of the pathetic or tragic naturo of their livos. 


To them the war comes primarily asa break in an otherwise moaninge 
less existence and tho war increases tho meaninglossness of lifos Army 
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life becomes a lonely misery which produces very little in the way : of- 
courage or honesty among any of the meng Whon, by chance, they come under 
the leadership of a Lieutenant who has been educated at Harvard and in the 
New York publishing world, he merely articulates for them the cynicism and 


: worthlessness of things which they themselves fcel but cannot see objecte 

: ively. 

. This officer, Lieutenant Hearn, is not politically naive as were 
Licoutenant Henry or Robert Jordan, © He has read and discussed Marx and 


Freud with the radical intellectual, rebelled against a nowveau riche 
bourgéois father, and foels that everything in life is hollow, evorything 
phony, that everything "“curdles" when you touch ite He is on the verge of 
joining the Communist Party out of desperation and then realizes that he 
is not very serious about that eithors 


Perhaps the most remarkable thing ebout Lieutenant Hearn is his emoe 
tional immturity.e He has certain intellectual concepts about democracy 
Which might sorve as a private discipline and which might give hima gene 
uine touchnesse When these concepts conflict with his more spontaneous 
feolin;s. end discipline should eventually triumph, he finds himself 
yiclcsny to emotional noeds. He never quite succeeds in keeping his grasp 
on "hemor," on indivicwaiity, on human order itself which is threatened by 
the brute chaos ot his ‘verld, He cannot roally live by his codo, His one 
achiovement in tac face cf brutality is to try to assert himself, Self« 
assertion, of course, can be ‘the wOGsening of a code of behavior, It is, 
in fact, the first stop of the adolescent toward the diseovery of his own 
personality and intogritye In this caso, however, the development is are 
restode 


What is offered, instoad of the insight of tho hero into his own 
plight, is tho Freudian —— played by tho author over the devolop- 


mont of his main charactors "The addled womb"esse"The dominant patterns 
are usually unanswerable" ee= "If Itm afraid of heving my dick cut off or 

, something like that I dont care to know about ate This cynical world 
weariness is both the stylo and the man and it salvagos nothing from the 
situation. 


The same is true of the emateur Marxism which finds its way into the 
pages of this novel. The Irish fascist soldicr is "tho itcvolutionary Roe 
versed" and Marxist onlightcnment comes in the classroom during a lecturo 
"ee Undor the water tho gist kelp form voritablo jungles of plant life 
whero thoy live without movomont, absorbing thoir nutrimont from the occan 
modiumeeeethe bourgeois of the plant spociosesee" Those clover mis-motae= 
phors of Marxism dot tha proso and oxplain the moanings which the actions 
thomselves fail to doe Hore is indeed the brutal chaotic violenco of the 
war, but without the craftsmanship which is ne aossary to wold it poeticale 
ly to the storye 


What Mailer*s characters botray, of course, is not mrely that 4 cere 
tain olement of artistry is lacking in the development of his nove], but 
that he finds his own. generation uneble to ositablish its loyalty to any 
codes The casily deflected devotion of Licutenant Hearn toward his libore 
a&lism would make a liberal himself shuddor, Perhaps the norml feeling of 
Mailor*s graduating class was a shuddor at itself as woll as at the worlds 

. It remains to be scen what his second attempt at fiction will make of this 
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problowt, A goneration which is utterly unable to find any discipline for 
itself, must dissolve finally into the chaos which surrounds it. The 
death of a rifleman is of small consequence whon placed beside the death 
of spirite 

; AVEL AUSTIN 
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of Columbia University. 
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PORKCHOPPERS PREFABRICATED 





Back in the 1950's, when radicalism was not necessarily takenas 4 
sign of eccentricity and many students felt that there might be more to 
life than merely steady rations, a considerable number of college gradue 
ates went into the labor and radical movements on a full-time basis, Some 
of them were, perhaps, a little starry-eyed and Bohemian, others a little 
irresponsible; but the overwhelming bulk of them were motivated by deep 
and sincere feelings of social idealism, The depression had destroyed the 
myth that America could remain immune from the diseases of senescont cape 
italisms; the era of labor carecrism and cultural bureaucratism had only 
just begun; temptations were few and disillusionnents manye 


Most of the college students who went into the labor movement == as 
factory workers or volunteer organizers, only rarely as paid officials <= 
wore radicals of one hue or another, They felt that thoy would stir 
things up a bit, would jolt the complacent bureaucrats whose mindlessness 
was reflected in the painfully unimaginative lifo of most wnionse Though 
many of these young peoplo belonged to radical groups, some did not as 
one thinks back on it, one is surprised to recall how many "unaffiliated 
radicals" made the transition from the classroom to the picket linc, One 
reason this transition could be made witha certain degree of ease was 
that the CIO was thon in tho procoss of formation, and John L, Lewis was 
searching for organizers who had a mite more vision and imagination than 
the old-linc business agents, The "walking delogato" had been good enough 
in tho AFL craft locals, but in order to organize hundreds of thousands of 
industrial workers the CIO necoded young mon and women willing to work for 
fairly low wages, willing to risk their nocks, and able to express theme 
sclves in terms of larger social goals and valucse 


Perhaps the most moving portrait ever writton of this migration from 
the schoolroom to the union hall appeared in John Dos Passos? UeSeAe, in 
which Ben Compton, a Now York Jowish boy who had gone to a city colloge; 
threw himself into strikos and radical activity, Compton went to jail, 
came out a broken and bitter man, alienated from tho Comaunist Party bee 
cause he could no longer agree with its views, and unablo to reorient hime 
self to a life of political and personal isolation, His tragedy was sympe 
tomatic cf the experience of a whole stratum of that goncration which 
reached maturity in tho carly thirtics, (Othors, of courso, managed to 
"adjust" thomsolves to tho status quoe) 


Now it is casy cnough to snecr at such people, but those who snecr 
from their cold little caves of cynicism should remember that the Comptons 
at least woro willing to tako chances with thoir lives, to commit thome 
selvos to their hopes and dreams; they did not acccpt a living intellectu- 
al and moral death as the price of creature comforte Today it has become 
fashionable in certain circles to look back at the thirties as an era of 
childish enthusiasm, of naive and rathor silly illusions -- but this is an 
attitude which is its own condemnations 


As it happened, most of the young radicals who went into the labor 
movement oithor dropped out of it or were absorbed by the union bureau-= 
cracye Why this happened is not hard to understand, For ono thing, the 
radical movement was suffering a process of disintegration, partly as the 
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rosult of’ the terrible blows it had received at the hands of fascism and 
Stalinism, partly as the result of its inability to oriont itself to new 
political situations, And equally important, the belated appearance of 
reformism in American politics <= not in the form of a Social Democratic 
party but rather asa liberal governmental apparatus -- deluded many of 
those who had gone into the unions to turn them topsy-turvy but were now 
boing turned thomselves, The gradual procoss of social defanging and ine 
tellectual corruption by which European capitalism had strangled the orig 
ginal revolutionary impetus of Social Democracy was concentrated into a 
short period of time in the U.S. 


As a result, there is today a whole layer of the labor bureaucracy 
made of ox-radicals, who have proven useful to the oldeline labor leaders 
because of their ability to combat the Stalinists and to subordinate to 
some invisible future thoir own "criticismse" The socialist movoment has 
boon a particularly fertile. source for labor bureaucrats <= "smartened up" 
to Anti-Stalinist tactics, parliamentary proceduro, factional shewd- 
noss, and a certain articulation of vague but impressive radical 
torminologye The nunber of exeradicals who are today comfortable labor 
bureaucrats -=- the kind who tell you that thoy too were once’ socialists 
(when they were young, you understand) or that they are still, ina sort 
of a way, perhaps, socialists (but ono mst be practical, you understand) 
-- is appalling, the mark of the suicide of a generation of Americans, 


In recont years, as & consequence of the developments hore briefly 
sketched, the American colleges have gone into the business of producing 
labor bureaucrats just as they produce business managers <= what might be 
called porkchoppers prefabricated. Courses have been offered which advise 
young hopefuls, their noses sniffing the delights of officialdom, how to 
become either “labor leaders" or "laborerelations" men in the employ of 
the government. In these projects the leaderships of unions often cooper« 
ate with the economics and sociology departments of the colleges, with the 
result that whatever sparks of intellectual independence and rebelliouse 
ness may still exist in these students are snuffed oute 


There dre significant objective reasons for such coursese The old 
hurly-burly, rougheandeready loudemouth is becoming obsolete in union 
circles, especially in the CIO; a new kind of labor leader is necessarye 
Both the "walking doleg.te" of the AFL craft locals and the - militant 
unionist of tho CIO are being supplanted by "labor statesmen," smooth and 
wellecducated, who know how to get along with both the employers and the 
government in Washington, This new sort of labor leader is adopt at that 
peculiarly moaly-mouthed and softeshoe dialect of the American lib-lab, 
who uses languago neithor to communicate nor to evade but simply to blure 
He is about as rebellious against injustice as a county clerk, and has 
about as much intollectual independence as a well-trained sheope But hé 
is a skilled man at his jobs no gotting around that. His job, of course, 
is keeping his jobe 


Second cousin to the labor statesman is the "labor relations" man who 
works for one of the’ governmental departments. Sometimes he is secretly 
sympathetic to labor, though he usually does a pretty good job of keeping 
his sccret, He tells one that whenever he can he "gives tho unions a. 
break," and intimates that all this stuff about strikes and picketelinos 
may have been all right years ago but that now the unions prosper mainly 
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because people like himself are strategically placed for endowing "breakse” 


It is an astonishing and distressing experience to talk to such 
peoples A few months ago I met a yomg fellow who was planning to go 
still one step further -= not merely to labor leader or labor relations 
man, but actually to laborerelations agent for a large industrial corporae 
tione Now the curious thing about this man is that he considers himself a 
radical, reads the radical press, is strongly possessed by guilt feelings 
about the career he has staked out for himself, and without provocation 
toid me that he is extremely unhappy about what he is doinge But what 
really astonished me was that in order to be trained for his job as a la= 
borerelations man, for. the corporation he will have to work in the factory 
for a year or SO~¢ Imagine that$ <= gutting to know the workers, their 

outlooks and habits, so that he, who considers himself a radical, will be 
able the more efficiently to bargain ageinst the unionse Surcly this is 
about the last step possible in the age of opportunism, 


Now 1 hope it is understood that what has been said here is not write 


ten from any superior heights of puritye In capitalist socicty it is 
sometimes necessary to make compromises, to do unpleasant things in order 
to earn one's breads But there are compromises -=# and compromisess One 


may have to compromise in order to be free to bo able to do what is really 
impor tant ; one may have to take an unpleasant job in order to have the 
time or the opportunity to give onoself to a movement for social bettere 
ment But one cannot, or should not, mako the compromise into the end of 
one's life, evon if one must sometimes take the dangerous and distasteful 
step of making it a mcanse Andy from the point of view of any sort of 
radicalism or cven of conmon intellectual independence, what does it mean 
to become a labor burcaucrat or a laborerelations man if not to surrender 
one's integrity, one's very reason for oxisting at all? 


Of course, some people think they can take jobs as labor bureaucrats 
and then somehow, "cleverly," put across dissident ideas. But such a no« 
tion is fatally to underestimate the people who run the labor movement, 
people who, whatevor clse, arc shrewd and who know that they can either 
absorb young dissidents into their ranks or get rid of them whonever they 
Wish toe The idea that one can "do some good" by becoming a govormmental 
functionary mediating between capital and labor is oven more pernicious. 
If one wants to do good, one must docide on which side tho essential right 
is -- and stay thero, 


These remarks should not be construed to mean that it is eternally 
wrong for radicals to take union lonadershipe Quite the contrary; it is 
vory desirable for radicals to become union lcaders <= at least, if they 
remain radicalss But thoy can do so only when they rise to leadership on 
the basis of support from the ranks anda programmatic union campaign 
which educates workers to thoir vicwss That means that when a dissident 
union loader wants to buck a soction of the labor burcaucracy he can do so ¢ 
because ho has behind him the support of tho mombershipe But no one can 
expect to hire himself out as a flunkey to an established union leadership 
and then bo anything but a flunkoye 






The situation of those intellectuals and semieintellectwls who work 
for unions in various sccondary capacities is extromely unhappye They en» 
joy neither the privileges of gonuinely froo intellectuals nor the satise 
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factions of labor loaders who "“rost" on the ranks. Their function is 


often humiliating. A labor leader needs a speech or has to work out a 
certain problom. Why bother doing it himself? Call up one of the "smart 
boys" to do it. That moans, however, that one man has the power and the 


other man does the thinking for hime But the intellectual employee of the 
union, while he is supposed to defend it in public controvorsy and to are 
ticulate its ideas, will find thet if, for any reason, he does not too the 
line set by the union leadership, he may bo dismissed from his job and 
have no possibility of appealing that dismissal to tho ranks. Too often 
ho is wanted more for the use to which his skills may be put than for the 
ideas his mind may produces This separation of the poworful leaders from 
the powerless intolloctuals is both a sure sign of bureaucratic degoncrae 
tion and of tho self-surrender of the intolloctualse 


* * * 


The labor movement can be looked upon as a ‘place in which to carve 
out a carcor == young follows with glib tongucs, woak spinos and fairly 
agile minds can find it a conveonicont marketeplacos: a regular salary in 
exchange for rusty convictions. But for those students who are interestod 
in the’labor or radical movements but who yet wish to romain true to thom= 
sclves, there aro only two honest roads: either to got into the union as 
& yrankeandefiler working togother with the othor workers or to try to 
function politically and intollectually as a friendly critic on the oute 
side. But to become a porkchoppor prefabe, 2 governmont “laborerelations" 
man -= how humiliating a fate for anyone who thinks of himsclf as both 
radical and honcste 
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Write to: Bess We Kaye, Exec, Sec'ty,. 
Woments Trade Union League 
247 Lexington Avee NYC. 



































PROGRAM OF THE NEW YORK STUDENT FEDERATION AGAINST WAR 





The primary aim of the New York Student Federation Against War is to 
organize all students opposed to the war drives of Russian and American 
imperialism which threatens the very existence of world civilizations 


We aim to prevent the polarization of the American student into the 
as reactionary war camps of either Russian or American impcrialisme 


We do not believe that the threatening war is inevitablee We belicve 
that a militant anti-war student movement can be an offoctive force to 


prevent a 3rd World War, 


Ie Against War Proparations 





We oppose all social, economic, and political preparations for war on 
the part of Russian and American imperialisme 


Therefore, we oppose: 


le The 15 billion dollar war budgot. 

@e Conscription, Universal Military Training and the ROTC. 

Se The use of atomic cnergy for war purposcse 

4, Tho growing militarism of the American govornmente 

5e The North Atlantic Pact and the Amorican subsidization of the 
military machines of Western Europes 

6 The bolstoring of reactionary regimes in Greece and Turkeye 


Therefore, wo favors 


le Repeal of tho draft, 
@e Withdrawal of all occupation troops throughout the worlde 
Se Colonial frecdom and the right of  sclfedcetermination for all ope 
‘ pressed pcoplce 
4, ILIctting the peoplo decidos; a national rofcrcondum on wares 
Se Granting amnesty and restoration of full civil rights to all 
those imprisoned or who lost their civil rights because of thoir 
opposition to World War II, 





II, Academic Freedom and Civil Libertics 



















The assault on academic freedom and civil liberties is a part of 
American imperialism's preparation for war through methods which ree 
semblo the totalitarian tochniques of the Russian police statce 


Thorefore, we opposes 


le Tho attompt to straightejackot the Amcrican campus through logise 
lation liko tho Feinberg Bille 

2e@ All forms of racial and religious discrimination among students 
and faculty as attemptod through tho quota systom and segregated 
schoolse 

Se Faculty and administration supervision of studont organizationse 

4. Tho suppression of political minoritics through tho use of such 

logislation like tho Smith Act, 
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Therefore, wo favors 


ES a 


1. Effcctivo student governmont of student affairs, 

2e@ Complcote frecdom of political oxpression for students and faculty 
member's » 

Se The right of students to organizo on campus for thoir political 
opinionse : 

4, Tho abolition of all govornment subvorsivo lists, loyalty oaths, 
and such bodies as tho House Un=Amorican Activitics Committooe 

Se Passago of a Civil Rights program and the ropoal of tho Smithcte 


Education 





le For a free state university, 
2e For a universal froc college ocducations 
Se For the right of students and faculty to organizo and strikce 


labor 


le Tho NYSFAW socks to cstablish close tics with tho labor movemont 
and to activoly cooperate with all scctions of the labor movemont 
in tho fight against the drive to war, 

2e We opposé all cfforts to destroy the independence of tho labor 
movoment, and thercforo are in favor of tho rcpoal of tho Tafte 
Hartloy Act ond all similnr legislation, 





If you are intcrested in joining or receiving more information 
about the New York Student Federation Ageinst War, fill out 
the blank below accordingly and mail to the Fedoration at 247 
Lexington Avenuc, New York City. 
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Enclosed find 60¢ for a one year subscription to ANVIL. 
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School CHESS SHESEHESOHOHSHOSHSHOHOHEEEHOHEHEHOHEOSHHSOEEESHEEEOEEEEEOHELEEE®D 


. Mail to: New York Sbudent Fcdoration Against War 
247 Lexington Avee New York, NeY.e 











